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2019 Partner Agency
Summit
Top left: MicroGrants CEO Don Samuels kicks off this year’s
Partner Agency Summit.
Top right: Partner Agency representatives enjoyed connecting at a lively luncheon.
Bottom left: Representatives from Partner Agencies like Tech
Dump respond with applause.

Our Annual Partner Agency
Summit held on August 28 had
outstanding attendance. The 45
attendees, representing our 50
Partner Agencies, are the key to the
adaptability and relevance of our
program. The Partner Agencies
function almost like our Operations
Department, identifying
participants of the highest potential
and recommending them for a
grant. They follow up with the
grantees to ensure that the money
is spent as intended and later
review and report the impact of the
grant on the grantee’s careers.
Our 2019 Yale University intern,
Bessie Bauman, spent the summer

meeting with 25 Partner Agencies
to assess the grant process from
their perspective. This valuable
information inspired us to make
important improvements and to
focus this year’s Summit on
improved communications.
At the Summit Kenya McKnight
of Black Women’s Wealth
Alliance presented BWWA’s
process for vetting grant
applicants. Their approach
includes a thorough knowledge of
the applicant and their goals, and a
viable plan that is relevant to the
local economy and beneficial to
the community.

We were also pleased to present a
new partnership with Diversion
Solutions, a driver’s license
reinstatement program. Low-income
drivers who lose their licenses are
severely limited in job and career
options. By working with DS, they
will begin driving immediately,
while paying off their traffic debt in
affordable installments. Once they
have established their commitment
and paid half of the debt, they
qualify for a grant to pay the rest of
the balance. These partnerships
continue to be our greatest asset at
MicroGrants.

Yale Intern Bessie Bauman Writes Annual Evaluation
Bessie Bauman, a rising junior at
Yale University, spent the months
of June and July with MicroGrants
and wrote our annual evaluation.
In addition to crunching numbers
to assess the effectiveness of our
efforts, she interviewed
representatives from 25 of our
Partner Agencies to evaluate our
processes.

Bessie wrote the most
comprehensive annual evaluation
MicroGrants has ever had, and
we are so grateful for the work
she’s done!
The annual evaluation will be
available as a hard copy by
request or on the MicroGrants
website at microgrants.net/
resources.

Grantee Spotlight
Business Grantee: Rosalind
Rosalind came to MicroGrants through NEON (the
Northside Economic Opportunity Network). She is
the owner and founder of Fam Bam Toys. She says,
“I want to thank the sponsors, the donors, because,
being a woman and a person of color, entrepreneur,
you start off on the ground, like with your face to the
concrete. And this micro grant, what it did was, it
lifted me up on my feet. It gave me hope. It helped
me. And I really appreciate it.”

Goodbye to Linnea; Welcome Andy!
Linnea Peterson, who served as
MicroGrants’s Communications
Manager through Lutheran
Volunteer Corps has finished her
year of service. We are grateful
for her work! She is now part of
the marketing and
communications team at 1517
Media. Congratulations Linnea on
your new position!
We are now excited to welcome
Andy Anderson, who joins
MicroGrants as the permanent,

full-time Communications
Manager.

Talk with grantees, hear from a
Lights On! recipient, and
experience what makes
MicroGrants work. We are
looking forward to another fun
evening with our friends and
supporters.

Register for the free event
online at
granteecelebration2019.eventbri
te.com
We are grateful to our event
sponsors this year: Walser
Automotive Group, RBC
Wealth Management, and
Standard Heating and Air
Conditioning.

Eleisha came to MicroGrants through HIRED. She is a
single mother whose son is on the autism spectrum, and she
used her grant to pay a past-due balance in order to return
to school to study social work. She says, “It’s hard to work
because of all of [my son’s] therapies. Returning to school
will help me get a degree in social work and I can work as
a case manager and go out to people’s homes. It’s a little
more flexible . . . I just want to thank the donors because
this is helping me get back on track and in the right
direction for me and my kids, so thank you.”

Andy graduated Augsburg
University with a bachelors in
New Media Studies and has four
years of internship experience in
the marketing and
communications departments of
Lutheran Social Service of MN
and the City of Saint Paul.
We look forward to everything
he will bring to MicroGrants!

Registration for 2019 Grantee Celebration Open
The 2019 Grantee Celebration
is taking shape, all that’s
missing is you!

Education Grantee:
Eleisha

Transportation Grantee:
Sharon
Sharon came to MicroGrants through NEON (the
Northside Economic Opportunity Network). She is
the founder and owner of Peace of Hope, an
organization connecting people in prison with their
loved ones on the outside. She used her grant for
repairs on Peace of Hope’s vehicle so that they could
continue connecting people. She says, “I most
definitely want to appeal to anyone who’s
considering becoming a donor at MicroGrants to
do so. Your dollar is much more than a physical
dollar; it may add to a much bigger solution.”

