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2019 Grantee
Celebration
Top left: Our grantees Amira and Aisha and communications
partner Pivot Strategies round out the night with celebration.
Top right: Grantee Chris Webley introduced the crowd to the
result of his grant: the collaborative business New Rules.
Bottom left: Event attendees enjoyed an evening of food, fun,
and storytelling about MicroGrants and Lights On!

Sondra Samuels kicked off our
annual Grantee Celebration on
September 24th with a round of
applause for the grantees in
attendance. At the event we
honored our grantees, made
friends, and updated all on the
milestones reached by MicroGrants
and Lights On! It was thrilling to
see so many people in attendance.
Our founder Joe Selvaggio
received acknowledgements of his
60+ years of service to the people
of Minnesota via a letter and a
proclamation from Senator Tina
Smith and Minneapolis Mayor
Jacob Frey respectively.

Our event is unique in that it
allows people of varying
connections to the organization to
break bread together and share
their stories.
Many involved with MicroGrants
appreciate this person-centered
approach. Sharon, one of our
grantees (see story on page 3) said,
“There were jokes, humor, and a
basic, common sense attitude. It
was a really good event.”
Lights On! Program Director
Sherman Patterson was pleased to
announce our increased

partnerships with police departments
and auto service centers, as well as
new grants and awards.
Our CEO Don’ Samuels’s note to
attendees reminded us all why we
were there. “[Our grantees] are the
special People of Potential who
inspire all our efforts. They rouse
themselves from the way things are
and imagine a brighter future. They
place themselves in the opportunities
for change and grab ahold of the
next rung on the ladder of progress.
[Tonight] we celebrate their grit and
endurance and boost them with our
support.”

Lights On! Update in Numbers
Lights On! is reaching major
milestones in expansion, funding,
and partnerships.
In 2018, Lights On! had 9 auto
service providers and 20 cities on
board. Closing out 2019, our
program will have 55 police
departments (an increase of 175%)
and 35 auto service providers onboarded (an increase of 85%), with
15 more in line.

Additionally, the Minnesota State
Patrol has decided to partner with
Lights On! We are excited to take
this big step towards our goal of
covering the entire state! Expect
the full State Patrol story next
issue.
Lights On! received a second
grant of $70,000 from Chicagobased Joyce Foundation to finish
out 2019 strong.
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Lights On! Receives Prestigious MCN Award
MicroGrants’s Lights On!
program was chosen for the
competitive Minnesota Council
of Nonprofits Innovation
Award. This community-oriented
award is determined by peer vote
and awarded to a nonprofit that
exemplifies the values of the
Minnesota nonprofit community.
Lights On! was chosen because it
“brings creative solutions to
community challenges; employs a
variety of strategies in developing

these solutions; and collaborates
with other nonprofit
organizations, businesses, and
governmental agencies in their
efforts.”
The Minnesota Council of
Nonprofits is the largest state
association of nonprofits in the
U.S. MicroGrants will officially
accept the award on October
25th during MCN’s 2019
Annual Conference at the Mayo
Civic Centre in Rochester, MN.

Give to the Max Day Coming Soon
Mark your calendars!
MicroGrants’ annual Give to
the Max Day campaign is ready
to kick off on November 14th.

2020 is shaping up to be a big
year for both our programs, and
our supporters’ contributions
will play a big part in that.

Each year, MicroGrants
participates in Give to the Max
Day, a statewide crowdfunding
campaign, and each year we are
blown away by the amazing
community response to our
mission and programs.

You can donate on the
MicroGrants website and
through the Give to the Max
platform. Don’t forget to follow
us on social media for the latest
updates.

Sharon Brooks Green was featured in the last
newsletter, and we had the pleasure of meeting her
again at the 2019 Grantee Celebration. She is pictured
above holding her book, The Other Side of the Wall,
alongside fellow grantee Kieona.

At the Grantee Celebration, she felt joyful. “I was just
really happy to have been invited. MicroGrants’s
assistance really helped my organization. I was ready
to tell everyone how great MicroGrants is—I wanted
someone to hand me the mic!”

Sharon has dedicated herself to the families of those
who are incarcerated. She founded Peace of Hope, an
organization which connects families to their loved
ones in prison. Peace of Hope operates a
transportation service which allows families to visit
their loved ones in prison. When their only van broke
down, Sharon didn’t know what she would do.
MicroGrants stepped in and the van was repaired.

Sharon has an eye towards the future—and her
community. She hopes to get further involved with
MicroGrants because “the positive effect goes on and
on. [Donating] comes back around to you. It goes a
long way, far past your immediate emergency.”

Sharon says the grant’s impact rippled beyond simple
repairs.
“I often say that MicroGrants was instrumental to
reaching the last page of my book. Your dollar
stretched way past the van, it lead to my book” which
she hopes will help thousands of families.

Peace of Hope is again transporting families to see
their loved ones and will soon reach even more
families with Sharon’s book. You can check out
Sharon’s work at www.peaceofhope.info.

“MicroGrants helps
people help people.”

