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$1.2 Million Matching Donation
Thanks to the amazing generosity
of an anonymous donor,
MicroGrants and Lights On
received a $1.2 million
donation.

Like us at facebook.com/micrograntsmpls
Follow us on Twitter @MicroGrantsMpls
Like us on Instagram @micrograntsmpls

SW Florida Chapter
Celebrates Success
Chuck Garrity, who operates a chapter of
MicroGrants in Southwest Florida, hosted an
event in January to celebrate the success and
growth of the chapter.
Chuck & Arlene Garrity

According to Chuck, “[At the event] we had
great stories about career building from both
of the Partner Agencies present [and] we discussed the evolution of MicroGrants Southwest Florida from 11 grants in 2012 to 46
grants last year.”
Chuck, a MicroGrants board member,
expanded the program to Florida in 2012 where
he now works with seven Partner Agencies to
award grants to deserving recipients in the Collier County, Florida area.
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and, for Lights On, this means
that our dream of expanding the
program nationally will
become a reality in 2020.

The donor has requested that
$300,000 be designated for
MicroGrants and the remaining
for Lights On.

The donor has also given us the
task of matching the donation,
which means that, this year, we
will be working hard to raise the
money to match this gift.

For MicroGrants, this will
translate into approximately 300
additional people receiving a
boost in their career journeys

It is hard to comprehend that we
received such an enormous gift
and that we do not even know
who to thank for it. But, for that

person and for all of the people
who have supported us in any
way over the years, you truly are
a blessing for our organization
and for the people we serve.
To help us reach our goal of
matching this donation, you can
donate on our website at
microgrants.net or you can mail
a donation to our address, which
you can find on the back of the
newsletter. Thank you for
helping us reach our goal!

Grantee Spotlight
Education Grantee: Meriem
Meriem came to MicroGrants
through the Amherst H. Wilder
Foundation.
As an asylum-seeker from
Tunisia, Meriem immigrated to
Minnesota several years ago.
She dreams of receiving her
bachelor’s degree in
International Relations and of
working for the United Nations
where she can influence policy
on a global level.
Meriem used her grant money to
pay for professional training to
become a medical interpreter, a
job where she can earn $25/hour.

Currently, Meriem works parttime as an interpreter while
taking classes at the Minneapolis
Community and Technical
College where she will receive
her associates degree in May.
She hopes that someday, soon
she will be able to fulfill her
dreams.

“Receiving a micro grant has
helped me increase my income,
make a difference in people’s
lives, and has given me hope
that things will always keep
getting better,” says Meriem.

MicroGrants Helps Drake Hotel
Fire Victim

Thank You to
Sam Selvaggio

fire. Her car, which she uses to
get to work and bring her kids to
daycare, would not start and had
to be left downtown.

Early in the morning on
Christmas Eve, a fire ripped
through Minneapolis’ Francis
Drake Hotel, which served as
temporary housing for lowincome families.
The tragic fire destroyed the
building and displaced around
250 individuals, many of whom
have now been moved to
temporary shelters.
Minnesotans and local
organizations sprang into action
to help the displaced families,
and MicroGrants also had the
opportunity to help.
Connected through our Partner
Agency PRISM, we were able to
help out a single mother whose
family had been moved to a
shelter in Bloomington after the

Allysen Hoberg, Program
Director at PRISM, reached out
to MicroGrants and we quickly
approved money for a tow and
repairs at a local auto shop.
According to Hoberg, “This was
an amazing and very nimble
response to a community
emergency... It took a huge
load off of the mom's shoulders
to have one less thing to deal
with.”

“I 110% appreciate the way
that MicroGrants is able to
have a quick turnaround on
their funds, and that they are
especially skilled at ensuring
funds go directly to the issue at
hand with the urgency it
requires.”
Thank you to all of our donors
who support our mission to get
funds to people in need - every
dollar makes a difference!

And, thanks to all of our generous
supporters, in 2019, our total
revenue was $1,458,000.
Don Samuels, our CEO, says,
“We end the year with a deep
sense of satisfaction and
gratitude as we contemplate that

We share inspiring grantee
stories, updates on the expansion

of Lights On, articles written
about us, and more.
Make sure to give us a “Like”
today!
Facebook.com/MicroGrantsMpls
Facebook.com/LightsOnMN
Twitter.com/MicroGrantsMpls

a record 921 separate
individuals were boosted or
launched in their careers and
businesses, through the
generosity of our donors and
the efforts of our team.”
Exact financial figures will be
published in our annual report,
which will be released in the
spring.

Happy New Year to all of our
supporters!

Having
served
on
the
MicroGrants Board since our
founding
in
2006,
Sam
Selvaggio, son of our founder
Joe Selvaggio, has retired from
the board this year.
Don Samuels, our CEO, says,
“We thank Sam for 13 years
and hundreds of dedicated
hours to the MicroGrants
Board, in planning, oversight,
and celebration of our work.
His insistence that we solve the
transportation grant program
helped prod us toward a
reliable source of quality used
vehicles for our grantees.”

Are You Following Us on Social Media?
If you would like to receive
more updates on MicroGrants
and Lights On throughout the
year, make sure you are
following us on Facebook and
Twitter!

In 2019, we awarded a total of
921 grants. This was a 29%
increase over 2018, when we gave
715 grants. This amounted to a
total of $951,000 that was
awarded to deserving grantees.

The Hennepin County Sheriff’s
Office officially launched their
partnership with Lights On this
January.
In their press release, they said,
“The Hennepin County Sheriff’s
Office is proud to be the newest
law enforcement agency
participating in the Lights On!
program…. The [Office] will no
longer be issuing fix-it tickets
for broken headlights, taillights,
brake lights, or turn signals.
Instead, deputies will be
handing out vouchers to have
these issues fixed at a
participating auto service

provider.”
Hennepin County’s
announcement coincides with
Minneapolis Police Chief
Arrandondo’s decision to
formally advance his
department’s policy to
incorporate the Lights On
program. For the past year,
officers have had the vouchers as
an option, but now it is policy to
hand them out for all light
violations.
These announcements show the
excitement surrounding our
Lights On program.

“Programs like Lights On! are a

win for everyone,” said
Hennepin County Sheriff David
P. Hutchinson. “These vouchers
lead to safer cars on the road
and better interactions between
law enforcement officers and the
public. Most importantly, by
avoiding tickets, we’re
preventing a ripple effect that
can seriously affect the financial
stability of low-income
individuals.”
The press released was picked up
and covered by the StarTribune,
KARE 11, ABC News 5, WCCO,
and Fox 9 News. You can find the
articles posted on our website at
lightsonus.org.

