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Transportation Grants:
The Power of Partnership
Transportation grants make up about a third of what we do, and
they involve a multitude of steps to assure the best outcome. The
transportation expenses that we cover include vehicle repairs and
purchases as well as fees and licensing. As you can imagine, it has
become more and more difficult to purchase a vehicle, or even get
some repairs done for under $1000. By partnering alongside
Bobby & Steve’s Auto World, and their eight Twin Cities locations,
our granting dollars are now creating even more value here in our
communities.
Once a transportation grant is approved, the grant
recipient is able to set up an appointment at a Bobby
& Steve’s Auto World location nearest them. They can
choose to receive an estimate for discounted repairs
on their current vehicle or they can bring in a car for
an assessment before choosing to purchase it. Both
can be done at no cost to the grantee.
With a valid driver’s license and proof of insurance, our grant
recipients also have the option to purchase a vehicle at the Bobby
and Steve’s location on Central Avenue in Columbia Heights. For
an increased grant amount of $1475, they can buy a road-ready car
with a value of up to $2500. In these cases MicroGrants has
increased the amount going toward transportation grants to ensure
that these vehicles, being vital tools for working people, are
thoroughly inspected and road worthy. Bobby and Steve’s also
includes a 60-day repair warranty on most vehicles, and they will
assist with the title transfer.
This expanded partnership has already shown great success in
helping our grant recipients receive more reliable transportation.
Keeping our grantees safe and mobile is often a vital element in
their ability to provide for themselves and their families. And, as
you well know, this is at the heart of our mission!
Questions or comments? Give us a call: 612-200-8174

Partnerships that WORK!
Adrian Coulter’s business hit
the $1,000,000 mark on
November 5th, 2017!
Our partnering agencies are on the front lines, assisting low income
folks to receive training, education and WORK. When motivated
‘People of Potential’ show up with a solid plan, our partner agencies
vet, nominate and mentor them through the process.
As with all our partners, MEDA (Metropolitan Economic Development
Association) has sent us extraordinary ‘People of Potential’ over the
years. MEDA’s mission is clear, Helping minority entrepreneurs
succeed. When they see great potential in their clients, as they did with
Adrian Coulter back in 2010, they send them our way. Mr. Coulter
comments, “With assistance from MicroGrants and MEDA, I not only
Adrian Coulter, owner of
reached my goal ahead of schedule but I’ve done well enough this year
XL Feet in St Paul, MN
that I just made a donation to MicroGrants!” Adrian’s donation will
give that same financial boost to 2 future grantees with some left over. Congratulations, Adrian and thanks
for giving back!
Since MicroGrants began this journey in 2005, we have grown to partner with more than 40 like-minded
agencies and it’s WORKing! Check the website for our full listing of partners:
https://microgrants.net/partner-agencies/

Some of our Midtown
Global Market Grantees
Business owners located in the Midtown Global
Market - 920 East Lake St. Mpls
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1. Mai’sah Blanton, Rituals
2. Ngawang Dakpa, Tibet Gifts
3. Laura Sanchez, Fiesta in
America
4. Martin Akenseye, Simba Gifts
and CMTC Wireless
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8. Danielle Gooderum, Fresco’s
Pasta Bar & Catering
7. Shareef Hassan, MidTown Gifts
6. Trung Pham, Pham’s Deli
5. Beverly Golberg, The Art Shoppe
Cooperative

Visit: https://midtownglobalmarket.org for a full listing
of stores. Let’s support these hard-working grantees.
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COMMENTARY reprinted by permission

8 ways to help close Minnesota's wealth gap
If we make the less fortunate a priority, we can improve the quality
of life for all.
By Don Samuels and Joe Selvaggio NOVEMBER 16, 2017 — 6:20PM
Upon reading the amazing book “Amazing MN” by Lee Lynch, we found ourselves smug and proud of our
adoptive state, Minnesota. Fact after fact, picture after picture, evoked “Wow, we’re lucky to live here.”
Minnesota has invested wisely in literacy and
education, recreational sites, arts, sports
teams and venues, quality of life institutions,
businesses, health, and good-government
traditions.
But then (there’s always a “but”), in Joe’s
native Chicago, a ride on the “L” tells a
different story. It’s the tale of boarded-up
neighborhoods, crime-infested streets, lack of
viable businesses. One wonders if some of the
money invested in the Lake Michigan
waterfront area (museums, sports stadiums, parks) had been invested in these inner- istockphoto.com
city neighborhoods, would we have less suffering and maybe even a more beautiful
downtown? Hard to know for sure, but we have always believed that a wise investment in the less
fortunate, in the form of skills training and education, would make all of us wealthier — with a better
quality of life.
We began looking in “Amazing MN” for statistics and pictures about the less fortunate in Minnesota —
statistics showing that we had a smaller “achievement gap.” Unfortunately, we found the opposite.
According to the Pew Research Center, the wealth gap between white and black Minnesotans stands at its
highest level since 1989. Minnesota ranks dead last with the highest median household income gap in the
nation.
Most recent numbers rank Minnesota 48th for blacks, 46th for Asians and 45th for Hispanics. Forty-five
percent of Native Americans in the Twin Cities live in poverty. A Metropolitan Council study showed that
if the Twin Cities were to eliminate disparities, there would be 124,000 more people with jobs and
274,000 fewer people in poverty. [continued on next page]

Aristotle said, “To spend money is easy, but to spend it wisely
is very difficult.” Thus, we are not advocating that we should
have cut the budget 10 percent for the $1.2 billion Minnesota
COMMENTARY (continued)
Vikings stadium or the multimillion-dollar monster homes on
Lake Minnetonka and should have given that to the poor. In
fact, that could actually hurt the poor if it promotes dependency. The “have-nots” need to earn their
way to financial independence. It is our job to offer the hand up. Here are a few ways we should
debate how we could spend our money more wisely:
• Require that 30 percent of the work on government-subsidized developments in the Twin Cities,
such as the Vikings stadium, go to minority contractors or workers. One of us (Don) had a hand in
demanding that level of participation, as a condition of city support.
• Require that low-income families occupy 20 percent of the housing in subsidized developments.
This, too, often happens, but let us increase the practice.
• Double our philanthropy to the 50 or so nonprofits in the Twin Cities (and similar nonprofits in
greater Minnesota) that are helping to train low-income people to make them ready for jobs that
are looking for workers.
• Invest more in training police officers dealing with racial issues and the mentally ill.
• Have all clergy members embrace the courageous intervention by Pope Francis. In his
admonition to the Philippines, he discouraged multiple births among those without the resources
to support children. In addition, bishops could promote contraceptives and family planning
rather than forbid them.
• Have secular and religious authorities increase — rather than cut — funding for family planning.
• See the underachievers as a resource to develop rather than a problem to avoid.
• Ask our governors, mayors, legislators, business leaders and academics to debate these
challenges.
Let’s be clear. We’re not advocating these changes in spending because there is a “moral
imperative” (although there probably is). We’re advocating them because we think there is an
enlightened self-interest in this line of action. We believe that in the long run, more people will have
even more wealth to invest in big homes, big arts, big sports if we put the less fortunate to work.
Work creates wealth, dignity and a quality of life for all citizens. Shooting all the benefits to those at
the top of the financial pyramid spoils them and makes them smug — the accusation so many make
about those at the bottom.
If we improve our priorities, then Lee Lynch, and all of us, will have an even more “Amazing MN”
inclusive of all.
Don Samuels is CEO and Joe Selvaggio is founder and board chair of local non-profit, Microgrants.

THANK YOU to everyone who GAVE to the MAX last month.
You gave us a $50,000 matching gift, you met that match,
and we exceeded our campaign goal by more than $20,000

TOTAL RAISED - $122,693
If you haven’t donated already, we are still reaching for our annual goal!

Dear Don and MicroGrants,
Here is an online submission that came to us about a
recent interaction between an officer and a resident when the
driver received the ‘Lights ON’ voucher.
Thank you, Chief of Police
South St. Paul Police Department
“I would like to comment on the police officer who pulled
me over yesterday for a broken tail light. It's not often that
someone actually ‘enjoys’ being pulled over, and rarely do
they have a pleasant outcome. But this officer was not
only pleasant with me, he gave me a voucher for a free
repair to fix my tail light! Wow! Thank you, officer and
thank you, Lights ON program.” - Lisa M.
Lights ON is our grassroots, crowd-funded program which is giving Twin Cities
police the option of offering repair vouchers, instead of always tickets for broken
lights. We are currently partnering with 20 Twin Cities police departments and all
eight Bobby & Steve’s locations.
To learn more please visit: http://MicroGrants.net/lightsonmn

Success
Story
Spotlight
Just last week, two
grateful grantees stopped
by the office to share their
GOOD NEWS!
Jerri Malone graduated from Metro State
University with a bachelor’s in Human Services &
Social Work. She is currently student teaching in an
inner-city school, and will graduate with her Masters
degree in Urban Education in 2018. Along the way,
Jerri discovered a big passion for Advocacy &
Political Leadership and intends to continue her
studies while working in education. Way to go, Jerri!

Dembo Darboe used his grant to attend MN Agent
Property and Casualty License Classes and to buy the
course books. Insurance is his career goal with a passion
to work with those in economically disadvantaged
communities. Mr Darboe has passed all his exams to date
and now has his Producer license. He is currently
pursuing his CPCU designation with only one exam left
to complete the full program. Congratulations, Dembo!

Don's Desk
Happy Holidays and best wishes to all! May your generosity return to you
in abundance. Thanks to all who make us a part of your Holiday giving. It’s
always a celebration when a prepared individual receives a timely grant to
boost a career. And it is always the giving season when you donate to the
cause. We make grants on your behalf, all year long, at the precise time of
need.
I’d like to include a grateful recognition to Angus Wurtele, as one of our
founding and perennial donors. May he rest in peace as we continue the
work he and his wife, Margaret have supported from the start.

1035 E Franklin Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55404

MicroGrants.net

Don Samuels, CEO
MicroGrants

