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Rachel Campbell Receives a MicroGrant for Education
“Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! This MicroGrant has afforded me the opportunity
to continue my studies to become a licensed counselor. In the future, I intend to pursue
a Master’s Degree in criminal justice.”
— Rachel Campbell
RACHEL

Raised by a single mother with eight siblings, Rachel left home at an early age, made some
mistakes and became incarcerated. Through sheer will, an innate sense of goodness and a few
key adult figures, she grew to be someone that others now look up to and depend on as they work through issues
that Rachel understands all too well. Since 2006, Rachel has worked full time coordinating mentor-mentee relationships for the Community Justice Project at the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches, one of our partner
agencies. Plus Rachel spends about 30 hours a week to complete her practicum toward a counseling license at
Metropolitan State University.

Florida MicroGrant Recipient Joshua Buss
Joshua seemed to have it all -- born into a good family, graduated at the top of his class, enrolled in college, joined the military and started a business. Sadly, a drug addiction he developed when he was 17 eventually gained control over his life. Joshua became disconnected from
family and friends, lost all that he had achieved, and became homeless.

Joshua

Just when it seemed all hope was lost, Joshua found and entered the St. Matthew’s House treatment facility, a
partner with the Collier County Chapter of MicroGrants. With much effort and determination, Joshua is now
celebrating sobriety and is back in college. Joshua is buying books and paying for tuition with his MicroGrant,
which is paid for through funds raised in Collier County, Florida.

Consider Leaving A Community Legacy
The letter to the editor to the right says it’s OK to
“die broke.” I agree with his reasoning.
The other less than conventional opinion I have is to
leave a “community legacy.” Most families leave a
“family legacy” by giving money to their immediate
family members as an inheritance.
I believe that more of us can follow the example of
The Billionaire’s Club -- founded by Bill Gates,
Warren Buffet, Ted Turner and others. Of course
they leave money to their children and grandchildren, but they plan to give at least 50% of their
wealth to community non-profits
as a community legacy. Do you
agree? We’ll print your short
reply in the next newsletter as
space permits.
Joe Selvaggio,
Executive Director
MicroGrants

END-OF-LIFE CARE [September 10, 2012]
It's not a tragedy to spend down savings
Frank Domurad ("In U.S. today, no margin for illness," Sept. 7) writes that his aunt's lifetime savings of
$250,000 were consumed paying her nursing home
costs. He wrote that his aunt "had worked all her life
for nothing" because at death she had nothing left to
leave as inheritances to various nieces and nephews.
I have to disagree with Mr. Domurad. His aunt, in my
eyes, lived a noble life. She set aside savings during her
working life so that, at the end, even if misfortune
struck, she had the resources to pay her own way without becoming a burden to the government or to taxpayers. From their aunt's life, these nephews and nieces
received something more valuable than a cash inheritance. They saw how a self-sufficient life should be
lived.
PHILIP JACOBSON, MINNEAPOLIS
[Reprinted by permission of Star Tribune]
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Partnering with ‘People of Potential’

Directory of Businesses
owned and operated by

MicroGrant recipients
All Washed Up 612.354.7505
Laundromat w drop-off services
3008 Penn Ave. N., Mpls
Boone’s Cleaning Service, LLP
651.637.1783
boonesglobalcleaning.com
Cave Café Food Truck
Afro-Italiano Fusion
651-587-8338
DivaRags.com—612.701.7436
Original clothing /accessories
42nd St & Cedar Ave., Mpls.
Flamingo Restaurant
90 N. Syndicate Ave., St Paul
651.997.19324
Lowry Food Market.
628 Lowry Ave N. & Lyndale
612.522.5539
MariHarris.com
Inspirational singer and speaker
612.978.2286
SalvadordeMontesinos.com
Fine Artist—original oils and prints
952.933.3438
Saucy Burt’s (Food Wagon)
Nicollet & 5th, Minneapolis
612.964.4208
Sewtropolis 612.827.9550
Repairs and sewing center
5 Diamond Lake Rd, Mpls.
Sunday's Best Boutique (Hats)
601 University Ave W, St Paul
651.222.3337

The Great MicroGrants Get-Together
Midtown Global Market on September 26th
A BIG THANK YOU to the generosity of our event sponsors, in-kind
donors and all our volunteers for making this event a great success!
The catering provided by our MicroGrants recipients received rave
reviews! The vendor fair showcased various grantee business owners.
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MORE at the Midtown Global Market
920 East Lake St. Mpls 55407
Art Shoppe, The
Arts & Crafts Collaborative
612-965-8581
Café Finspang
Swedish groceries & gifts
612-872-2462
Fiesta In America
Gifts for all ages/occasions
612-871-8411
Geetanjoli Sari Fashions
Specialty clothing and more
612.834.7997
Manny’s Tortas
Gourmet Mexican sandwiches
612-870-3930
Pham’s Deli
Vietnamese & Chinese delights
612.870.2622
Rituals
Body oils, lotions and more
612-729-5522
Simba Craftware
African art, crafts & jewelry
612-871-4887
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1. Abdi Kahin 2. Paulie Garcia & Kari Davis 3. Denise Mallory- Ellis 4. Joe Selvaggio & Jeff Heegaard, 5. Sedra, Tom & Deb Bistodeau 6. Shelli Kargela & Jason
Jones 7. Deena Bistodeau 8.Lynn Abrams & Mary Page 9. Asim Baig & Jim Weichert 10. Mary Po,Trung Pham & Vicky Gonzales 11. Michael Henley & Jim Toscano
12. Joe acknowledges the MicroGrants recipients who shared their stories, showcased
their businesses and volunteered in support of the event.
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A Note from our Deputy Director
Dear Supporters,
Thank you for the warm reception I have received over the past four months. I am
inspired and motivated by your excitement, passion and generosity.
We are having a good year at MicroGrants. So far in 2012 we have awarded about
300 MicroGrants to talented and hardworking people of potential. To meet our
goal of giving 365 grants this year, we need your help to raise enough money by
the end of 2012 to award the last 65 grants to people in our community!
Please consider a donation to MicroGrants in the attached envelope. Your gift will
provide individuals the chance to better their lives, achieve self-sufficiency and
make a sustainable change for the future.

Cathy Harris
Deputy Director

Thank you all for your ongoing support of MicroGrants! Best wishes, Cathy
You can reach Cathy Harris at (612) 200-8174 or cathy@microgrants.net

PBS Features MicroGrants Twice in September!
1) NewsHour with Jim Leher featured MicroGrants comparing us to the microloan
program of the Grameen Bank.
2) NewsWeekly Religion & Ethics aired a longer variation of the same story.

To watch: Go to www.MicroGrants.net and click on this photo...

ck!

Cli

MicroGrants Begins Long-Term Strategic Plan
We are in the initial process of creating an ambitious multi-year strategic plan to ensure
the sustainability and growth of MicroGrants. We believe our concept can expand to reach
and assist more people in more locations in the years ahead.

Our plan will address:
• Sustained fundraising • Minimizing overhead
• Effective evaluation • Expansion
• Leadership development and transition
• Increasing awareness of MicroGrants

Our Future Looks Bright!

1035 East Franklin Ave Minneapolis, MN 55404

www.MicroGrants.net

FINANCIALS
Jan 1-Oct 31,
2012
Income
Expense
Management and General
Program Services
Grants - Individual
Grants- Individual-Chicago
Grants- Individual - St. Cloud
Grants - Individual - WCA
Grants - Individual-Collier FL
Grants - Individual - Marbrook
Grants - 501C3 Non Profit
Training Stipends
Evaluation
Expansion
Consulting
Video
Total Program Services
Total Expense
Net Income

Budget

Jan 1-Oct 31,
2011

453,579

470,400

391,891

91,786

84,442

89,607

258,755
1,000
1,000
9,000
8,000
705

285,780
5,000
5,000
8,500
4,000

255,091

21,600
5,500
6,074
311,634
403,420
50,159

30,000
10,000
7,300
355,580
440,022
30,378

10,000
12,000

3,005
4,289
14,550
24,081
6,599
4,075
333,690
423,297
(31,406)

FINANCIAL COMMENTS TO STAKEHOLDERS:
Total Income is up 16% compared to the same period last year, but down 4% compared to budget. The bottom line is healthy
due to additional restricted funds for the Development/Deputy Director. WCA Grants are restricted for woman; Marbrook
Grants are restricted for refugees and immigrants. To meet our 2012 budget for grants and typical reserves, we need to raise
$144,000 by Dec. 31. If you haven't donated for 2012, we need your generous contributions now. Thank you!
Please call Joe Selvaggio with any questions or comments.

Thank you to our generous sponsors:

Mike and Debbie Ducar
Jim and Julie Graves
Bill and Susan Sands
Jim and Jennifer Weichert
General Mills

Peter J King Family Foundation
Lowry Hill
Walter & Harriet Pratt
LeJeune Family Foundation
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi

Reducing Poverty. Building Prosperity.

