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Yes, More Success Stories!
Our Partner Agencies SELECT, COACH and MONITOR our grant recipients. The relationships
with these agencies are KEY to our continuing success boosting ‘People of Potential’
toward their financial independence. MicroGrants, It’s WORKING!

Shantae Holmes, All Washed Up
All Washed Up has huge stainless steel washers and dryers humming, people bustling around the well-kept
room, and children coming up to the attendant asking for more crayons and paper. Shantae Holmes, a North
Minneapolis resident for over thirty years, worked with Metropolitan Consortium of Community Developers (MCCD) to start her own laundry business, “All Washed Up” which opened in 2008. Shantae has overcome a number of challenges; she survived breast cancer, is an ex-offender and has gotten her life together.
Her community presence is inspiring; she knows all of her customers by name and even offers free clothing
for those neighbors who are in need. This vibrant woman has envisioned herself running her own business
since she was a teenager and today she can finally say that she feels ‘successful’. She used her MicroGrant to purchase security
equipment for her laundry facility. Shantae expresses her gratitude, “My facility is more secure now thanks to the gift I received
through working with the MCCD. I am providing a safe and positive environment for my neighborhood. Thank you, MicroGrants!”

Prisca Lupambo, A Tremendous Jump Start
Prisca, an immigrant from Zambia, is full of life with a passion for helping people in her community. When
the organization she was working for folded, she was in need of income. Prisca applied for her Microgrant
through partner agency, African Development Center (ADC) to set up a small business providing event planning services to the immigrant African community. She used the $1,000 grant, along with $300 of personal
savings, to purchase tools that she needed for her start up. Prisca noted that as a result of this experience, she
now has a broader network of friends who are interested in what she is doing and people who want to be part
of it. At this point, she is making a profit after each event, but has to use that profit to invest in supplies for the
next event. When asked how important the grant was to Prisca, she exclaims, “It was a tremendous jump start
for my business and the experience has broadened my community! I am so very grateful to MicroGrants and its supporters!”

Abhi Jain, With a Little Help From MicroGrants
Abhi Jain currently works as a Business Planning Manager. He wanted to start a supply business, but didn’t
have the resources or direction of where to start. MicroGrants came into his life at a time when he was losing
faith in building this dream. Volunteer Ted Pouliot, a former businessman in the importing industry stepped in
giving Abhi direction, tips and mentoring for his journey. They saw an opportunity for Abhi to attend the
Canton Trade Fair in China to meet with suppliers and network. His grant went towards his travel fees and
admission to the trade show. While at the expo, he was able to meet with every vendor and bring back samples
of their products. Abhi comments, “I think it’s wonderful, MicroGrants being out there, investing in people. It
also causes grantees to be accountable, because you’re wanting to maximize the money, not simply progress.

On a recent trip to Washington D.C.,
Joe saw that his life’s purpose
really is ‘written in stone’:
“NEVER-ENDING PERSISTENCE”

Selvaggio stands with the apt words of Franklin D. Roosevelt (left) and
with the memorial of his main mentor, Dr. Martin Luther King (right).

Words From Our Founder: A few years
ago, there were two wealthy funders of
the Raptor Center, the “bird hospital” at
the University of Minnesota. The development officer told them, “You’ve both been
giving $1000 each year (the cost to rehabilitate one injured bird) for the past three
years, so you’ve each saved three birds.
Now, you could continue to save one bird
each year or you could save our backlog
of 1000 injured birds with a gift of $1 million.” Those two generous people agreed
to give the $1 million gift and save the
1000 raptors. MicroGrants is looking for
that $1 million gift to “save” 1000 people
of potential who have the right stuff
to be entrepreneurs and tax payers.
An envelope is included for your
convenience.

MEET the MicroGrants ...

We are proud to bring you a

Directory of Businesses
owned and operated by

MicroGrants recipients.
Shop locally!
DivaRags.com—612.701.7436
Original clothing /accessories
42nd St & Cedar Ave., Mpls.
Flamingo Restaurant
651.997.19324
90 N. Syndicate Ave., St Paul

Terry McGann (co-chair)
Retired, former owner and CEO of Amano McGann, Inc.
“When I got my first real job, I was starving on a $75.00 a week salary and
trying to support my wife and new baby. On Christmas Eve, I received a
small package from my boss, and inside was a check for $1,000! That gift
was a turning point in my life. It gave me the economic lift that allowed me to
stay with that job long enough to learn how to sell, and eventually make a
good life for my family. It also told me that my boss believed in me, and that
emotional lift was even more important to my future. Doesn't that sound
like a MicroGrants story?”

MariHarris.com
Inspirational singer and speaker
612.978.2286
SalvadordeMontesinos.com
Fine Artist—original oils and prints
952.933.3438
Sewtropolis 612.827.9550
Repairs and sewing center
5 Diamond Lake Rd, Mpls.
All Washed Up 612.354.7505
Laundromat w drop-off services
3008 Penn Ave. N., Mpls
More at the Midtown Global Market
(10th Ave S. & Lake St E)
Fiesta In America
Gifts for all ages/occasions
612-871-8411
Geetanjoli Sari Fashions
Specialty clothing and more
612.834.7997
Pham’s Deli
Vietnamese & Chinese delights
612.870.2622
Rituals Body oils, lotions and more
612-729-5522

A good time was had by all during our
September 18 event at the Solera.

The Bistodeau Family Band opened
the program. We heard from our
new board members. ‘MicroGrants
Marketplace’ vendors showed their
wares. Donors, volunteers, partner
agencies, MG grant recipients, friends,
family and staff all joined in the fun.

Joe Selvaggio (co-chair)
Founder of PPL, The 1% Club and MicroGrants

“These $1000 microgrants” are not ‘transfers of wealth’, but lifechanging investments from the ‘haves’ to the ‘have-nots’ of potential.
I hope we can educate more ‘haves’ to make this productive investment. I know of no better use for money.”
Jim Weichert (treasurer)
Retired, former partner with Deloitte & Touche
“I served privately held businesses and their owners for 39 years. I was indeed blessed with many long-term clients who are very successful and believe in giving back to the community. I am quite impressed with the mission
and am an avid supporter of helping individuals who want to improve their lot
in life. In a nutshell, I bring a financial background, board guidance skills and
fundraising awareness to the MicroGrants Board.”

Tom Rock (secretary)
General Counsel, CCO and COO at EBF & Associates, LLP
“Not a day goes by when I don’t shake my head at the vast income disparity between rich and poor. So often large, well-funded programs fail to get
the money, or aid to the right pocket. The beauty of MicroGrants is that it
recognizes the strength of helping one person at a time [and] it builds competence and confidence in the people being served. I also like to back winners, and Joe, you are a proven winner. MicroGrants has a bright future. I
am eager to help advance its mission.”

A very special ‘thank you’ goes out to Tom Lowe for his
five years of service on the MicroGrants board of directors.

… Board of Directors:
Alexia is a senior at Macalester and recent MG
intern. “Throughout my time as an intern for
MicroGrants I learned a lot about the organization
and have seen how this model does truly help people each year. The organization is young and will
continue to grow and improve. I am interested in
being on the Board of Directors so I may help with
this process. I hope my studies, my experience as
an MG intern, and the fact that I am (in Joe’s
words) a "certified young person" will allow me to
contribute to the organization in a meaningful way”.

Jeff Heegaard

Alexia Diorio

Jeff is a partner with CoCo, a co-working collaborative dedicated to fostering a community of
entrepreneurs enthusiastic about creating jobs
and accelerating economic growth. “I want to be
on the board of MicroGrants because it continues to meet pressing human needs quickly, and
in a way that is simple, elegant and efficient. And,
MicroGrants has all the elements of a highly successful venture that can be replicated and scaled
to grow.”

Berit is Product Marketing Manager at Dell
Compellent. “During the summer of 2008, I had
the opportunity to intern at MicroGrants. I met
one-on-one with many grant recipients, giving
me a special insight into the process and allowing me to bring an important perspective to the
board. As someone with an economic background, I can also help drive efficiency to ensure
that MicroGrants maintains the level of effectiveness it has already proven over the years”.

Jim Scheibel
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Jim is an executive at Opportunity Nation in
NYC. “Throughout my career, I have been an
advocate for economic opportunity for all, serving
as a community organizer, St Paul Councilmember, Director of VISTA and the Senior Corps, executive of nonprofits and former Mayor of Saint Paul.
I believe in providing people with tools so they can
obtain economic opportunity, and develop their
voice and unite for power. I support MicroGrants
because working for the Common Good and social
justice are core to the organization”.

We are The Bridge, we build it day by day.
Be The Bridge, see people find their way,
Across The Bridge, to the side, where there’s
Hope, Independence, Dignity and Pride.
Let’s bridge that road,
Build the future,
Be The Bridge ...
Let’s bridge that road,
Build the future,
Be The Bridge.
Be The Bridge ©2011 Haynes

Sam Selvaggio

Kimberly Stokes

Chuck Garrity

Sam is an independent advertising sales representative, one of the original MicroGrants board
member and the son of Joe Selvaggio, our founder.
Sam comments, “I am excited to be part of a nonprofit that has a direct and immediate effect on lifting ‘people of potential’ out of poverty.” Sam has
also worked with other Minneapolis-based nonprofits such as Bolder Options and Soo Visual Arts
Center (SOOVac).

Mitch is President of Center of the American
Experiment. “I’ve long been a fan of micro grants,
albeit primarily as used in less economically prodigious parts of the world. I suspect it never adequately occurred to me that comparably modest
sums could be put to such productive commercial
use in the most affluent nation. I stand happily
corrected and eager to join in helping people to
build on talents and realize dreams they quite
possibly never knew they had”.

Berit Johnson

Part time staff member, Tricia Haynes volunteered to
write a tribute song for MicroGrants and, inspired by
her work with Joe, she sang Be The Bridge at our
September 18 celebration:

Chuck is founder and former CEO of Intelligent
Financial Strategies. “It is easy to be a fan and
follower of Joe Selvaggio, because his ideas are
good--and they work. Now, MicroGrants -- helping
people of potential to move up the “stairs of success” with a high efficiency of fund use and measurable results -- is attractive to my wife, Arlene
and me. A recent article says that since 50,000
BC, there have been 108 billion people inhabiting
the earth (7 billion today). Living in the 21st century, in the USA; how favored are we? I think probably in the top 1/10 of 1%.”

Mitch Pearlstein

Kim is VP of Compliance for American Bank’s
18 offices across northern Minnesota. “I like
how MicroGrants complements its partner agencies and does not compete with them. I’m impressed by the way it looks at each contribution as
an investment in the future. I have been fortunate
to have others who invested in me in my life –
whether it was a school loan, scholarship or a
chance at a job. I especially like the idea of helping
to grow Microgrants in northeastern Minnesota”.

Sarah Fryberger Madison / Project for Pride in Living :
“MicroGrants is a fantastic organization that I rely on heavily to
help my participants. These grants have paid for books,
tuition, testing, childcare while in school and more. They would
not have been able to achieve what they did had it not been for
these timely grants. It is a lifesaver in my social service work
and producing real results towards self sufficiency. I encourage
all who can to donate generously to this effective organization.”
Mary Claire Schmitt, grant recipient: “This gift from
MicroGrants gave me HUGE amounts of encouragement to
complete school and provide for my son. Being a single mom
is challenging in itself; with your help, I will finish school on
time and achieve this amazing goal! Thank you.”

1035 East Franklin Ave Minneapolis, MN 55404

www.MicroGrants.net

THANK YOU donors, sponsors,
partner agencies, volunteers,
board members, grantees and staff
for your generous investments!

FINANCIALS:
Jan - Oct, 2011

Income

Budget

Jan - Oct 2010

412,440

420,400

316,159

106,747

86,556

36,111

24,081

24,965

256,133

294,000

Expenses
Management and General
Expansion

-

Program Services
Grants - Individual
Grants - Individual-Chicago

-

310,430

2,000

-

Grants - Individual-St. Cloud

10,000

10,000

-

Grants - Individual-WCA

12,000

12,000

-

3,005

4,000

2,864

28,730

35,000

20,072

4,094

8,000

8,171

Grants - 501C3 Non Profit
Intern & Evaluation Expenses
Training Stipends

313,962

365,000

341,537

Total Expense

444,791

476,521

377,648

Net Income

(32,351)

(56,121)

(61,489)

Total Program Services

October 31, 2011
269,765

Cash Assets

October 31, 2010
183,336

FINANCIAL COMMENTS: Income was 98% of amount budgeted. Grants given are shy of budget because of the more
stringent grant application requirements resulting in better grantee potential. As a result, and because some of the temporarily
restricted funds have not been spent yet, cash assets are higher compared to last year. Management & General, and other expenses are over budget because special projects were required and funded by special grants.

Thank you once again to our event and in-kind sponsors:

The Johnston
Fund

General Mills
Peter J King Family Foundation
Lowry Hill
Jim and Jennifer Weichert
Robins, Kaplan, Miller & Ciresi
Walter & Harriet Pratt LeJeune Family Foundation

