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3rd Annual Grantees of the Year Awards
On September 16 we had our 3rd Annual Outstanding Grantees of the Year celebration. The
acceptance speeches were inspiring and full of gratitude! We’d like to pass their sincere
appreciation to our generous donors, community partners, board members, advisors,
volunteers, friends and staﬀ for all you do to support our mission.

Jim Ayers, Don Samuels and Bill Schmidt

Latriste Graham, Kent Ettriem, Adrian
Coulter & Joanne Ettriem

Joe Selvaggio with
Tom Welch

Joe Selvaggio with Paul
Williams, ED of PPL

Al Lenzmeier, Joe and Tom McCullough

Michael Hughes, Hanna Jacobs and
Carolie Collins

3rd Annual Grantees of the Year Awards (continued) A BIG thank you to our event
sponsors: Meristem, Advance Consulting, Peter & Anne Heegaard & Haskell’s
Congratulations to this year’s Outstanding Grantee Winners:
(top row, l to r): Mikesha Barnes, Monica Fossati, Danielle Goodrum, De’Angelo Johnson, Tiara Keezer, (bottom row l to r):
Rony Phoupthaphaphone, Ruben Childs, Paige Bratsch and Michael Hughes. Visit the website to see how working with
our partner agencies, these grantees used their grant money to move closer to their dreams of financial independence.

The Community Council was started in 2012. They are the force behind the Grantees of the Year
selections and award events each year. We send out a special THANK YOU to these committed
volunteers who meet to discuss ideas and strategies for furthering MicroGrants' success.

The Council members are: (2nd row L to R) Kristine Barstow, Ann Garrity, Susan Schneck,
Joanna Lees, Pam Kaufman and Mindy Lee. (front row L to R) Tricia Haynes, Masami Kawazato,
Lynne Thompson and Barbara Grossman (not pictured is Lucia Zavala)
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Movers & Shakers: A look at the people behind
the numbers in area business:

Don Samuels - MicroGrants
Chief Operations Officer

Again, thank you to our generous
donors, for you ARE the wind
beneath our grantees’ wings!

Don Samuels hopes to help award more
than $500,000 in grants to low-income
recipients by year’s end as chief operations
oﬃcer of Minneapolis-based nonprofit.
MicroGrants gives $1,000 grants to
support recipients who show potential in
pursuing education, developing a small
business or securing tools or transportation
for work.
This year’s goal is to give grants to up to 530 people, up 100
from 2014, Samuels said. “We’re dealing with people who have
been trained and demonstrated industry, ambition and
motivation,” Samuels said of MicroGrants’ work. “These must
be transformational projects that change lives from poverty to
independence.”
MicroGrants Chief Executive Joe Selvaggio founded the agency
in 2006. Samuels, who is completing his first year with
MicroGrants, said he is focusing on building relationships with
donors and expanding the organization’s grant-making ability as
he prepares to succeed Selvaggio as CEO next year.
Samuels, a Minneapolis school board member and former
Minneapolis City Council member, said MicroGrants’ mission
aligns with his philosophy of directly supporting the community.
Samuels co-founded what is now known as the Northside
Achievement Zone to educate low-income children in north
Minneapolis, where he and his wife live.
MicroGrants.
MicroGrants awards its grants through partner agencies that
screen and support recipients. Those agencies include
WomenVenture, Habitat for Humanity, Twin Cities Rise, Project
Q: Why did you want to join MicroGrants?
A: It’s the very kind of high-accountability, financially
eﬃcient, fiscally responsible and passionate kind of combination
that we have found wanting and found to be most eﬀective in
creating transformation for the lives of people in our
community.
Q: How can a $1,000 grant help someone?
A: People are sometimes surprised until you break it
down for them and they understand that this [recipient] is
making on average $7 an hour, that they have been clothed in a
garment of dependency and have had no help or guidance to
break through and finally through a combination of
determination and support are finally making it through. Within
days if not hours we can turn that need into an opportunity.
Q: What is your role at MicroGrants?
A: My job is primarily developing funders and the
donor base and expanding it through my own Rolodex and
relationships. It’s an opportunity to turn those relationships into
friends of MicroGrants.
- TODD NELSON
reprinted by permission of the Star Tribune
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BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:
On October 28 MicroGrants board member Tom Welch hosted members of the community to learn
about the eﬀective work of MicroGrants. Donors, grantees and staﬀ shared their experience and
passion for the inspiring results of our program. If you would like to host a gathering to introduce your
friends and family to MicroGrants, please contact
Don Samuels at don@microgrants.net
(Pictured right to left): Peter Rocca, CIMA Principal,
Palisade Asset Management, LLC; Joe Selvaggio,
Founder and Board Chair, MicroGrants; E. Thomas
Welch, principal and owner of Palisade; Don Samuels,
COO, MicroGrants.
(below L to R): Steve Rothschild, Founder and Board
Chair Twin Cities RISE!, a MicroGrants partner
agency; Anthony Dahl, grantee and owner of Everest
Cleaning Systems, and Tony Bouza, former
Minneapolis Police Chief and #1 fan of MicroGrants.

MicroGrants supporters Rob and Sue P. Greene relocated from MN to Hanover, New Hampshire when Rob took
a position at Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center. So inspired by our work in MN, they flew Joe & Tricia to
New Hampshire in August to speak with members of their new community about the possibility of bringing the
MicroGrants model to New England.

Dartmouth College,
est. 1769.
Clockwise from L to R; Maureen Hirtle, donor; Sally Kraft, VP D-H Community Health; Deb Jantzen, volunteer;
Susan Ryan of Easter Seals, Susan Presberg-Greene, volunteer; Rob Greene, Exec VP Population Health, D-H;
Dan Jantzen, COO, D-H; Joe Selvaggio and Tricia Haynes of MicroGrants and Sara Kobylenski of The Haven.
Not pictured here is Karen Borgstrom, Director of Partners for Community Wellness.
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SUPPORT
Local Businesses
These are owned and operated by

MicroGrants recipients
Afro-Deli & Catering
(612) 871-5555
afrodeli.com
Everest Cleaning Systems, LLC
everestcleaningsystems.com
(651) 274-0794
Mississippi Mushrooms
info@mississippimushrooms.com
(612) 547-6450
Samson Custom Upholstery
samson@samsonupholstery.com
(651) 645-0621
XLFeet.com, Large size shoes
customercare@xlfeet.com
(612) 554-4044

MORE at the Midtown Global Market
920 East Lake St. Minneapolis, MN
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We are pleased to welcome new board member,
Mirela Miresan
Mirela Miresan is a Program Director in the Enterprise Excellence Department at
Ecolab, Inc. She serves the program and project deployments in Europe, Middle
East, and Africa. She holds a Ph.D. in Industrial
Engineering, a Master of Science in Environmental
Sciences and Policy, in Arts in Management as
well as in Mathematics and Computer Sciences.
She has international experience researching,
consulting, and teaching in higher education.
Mirela also ran her own management-consulting
firm, offering these services to businesses and nonprofit organizations alike.
Before her recent move to Ecolab, Mirela focused
primarily on education, most recently as an
associate professor at Saint Mary’s University of
Minnesota and as National Chair of the Graduate
School of Business and Management at Argosy
Mirela Miresan
University. Mirela is past member of the MN Task Force
“Reducing barriers to immigrants’ access to employment and education”.

In May 2016, MicroGrants will be
celebrating 10 years of Partnering
with People of Potential!

10 years!

We hope you’ll join us! Watch for a
Save the Date coming in January

“After

The Art Shoppe
Arts & Crafts Collaborative
(612) 965-8581
Fresco Pasta Bar
Deli & Catering
cateringbydani.com
Midtown Custom Gifts
Personalized gifts
exphoto1@hotmail.com
Pham’s Deli
Vietnamese & Chinese delights
(612) 870-2622
SimbaCraftware.com
African jewelry & carvings
1-888-96-SIMBA
Tibet Arts & Gifts
(612) 871-4251
ngawang55423@yahoo.com

See our growing list of
businesses on
MicroGrants.net

17 years of working for a company, new owners came to me as I
was finishing my shift and said they’d be using their own people now and
asked me to hand over the keys. Being the sole income provider since my
husband’s death, this sudden loss of income started a financial downfall for
me. Daily Work connected me to a program that helps people who are 55+
get the skills they need to start a new career in their later years. Daily Work
applied for the $1000 grant so I could complete 45 hours of training in Word
and Excel. Shortly after that, I heard
that a receptionist/payroll assistant
job had become available where I
was volunteering. With my new
computer skills, I had the confidence
to apply for the the position. And
they hired me! My employers and I
are very happy together. Microgrants
made it possible for me obtain
permanent employment with
benefits! Thank you so much!”
Jaye Rogers received a MicroGrant through Daily-Work.org, one of our valued
partner agencies. See all our agencies on the website.

“He Named Me Malala”
Malala Yousafzai became a global
icon after being shot in the head
by the Taliban for advocating girls’
education in Pakistan.
Joe Selvaggio paraphrases this
remarkable young woman after
watching the documentary, “Just

one child, just one teacher, just
one book, just one MicroGrant
can change the world.”
Anthony Harvey / Getty Images

Thanksgiving is a warm holiday that
helps us reflect on sharing. The Norman
Rockwell painting that graced the cover
of Life magazine many years ago
always comes to mind. For those of us
who are part of MicroGrants, we are fortunate to think
of sharing almost every day of the year, investing in
and empowering people so they can go out and earn
their own money, not needing the benevolence of
others. Some days it’s good to just share with someone
because they are human, or simply because they are a
fellow creature in this wonderful world. Sometimes it’s
just good to share. Happy Thanksgiving!
MicroGrants.net
612-200-8174

1035 E Franklin Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55404

We have a large
MATCHING GIFT just
waiting to be doubled.
Make your gift ANYTIME
between now and November
12 at midnight.
Visit our website for 3 ways to
DOUBLE your DONATION!

Advice is cheap. Some say that before they get a bid from a
consultant for some advice. But for MicroGrants, it’s less than
cheap. It’s free or advice “pro bono publico” --- for the public
good. The following list of generous people have pledged to give
us a limited amount of advice “pro bono publico”. The only
payment they receive is the psychic income they get from the
giving of their valuable time toward helping low-income people
become more self-suﬃcient. Thank you all. - Joe Selvaggio, ED
THANK YOU to our event sponsors and in-kind donors:
Westwords
Consulting, LLC

Peter & Anne Heegaard

Official MicroGrants Advisors:
Mike Ciresi
Burt Cohen
Norm Coleman
Judson Dayton
Joe Errigo
Archie Givens
Jim Graves

Peter Heegaard
Berit Johnson
Steve LeBeau
Charlie Maxwell
Art Rolnick
Chuck Slocum
Dane Smith

