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On May 18, we celebrated 10 years of service
to our community by gathering at the Minneapolis Club
with friends and supporters, partner agencies and
grantees. George Latimer moderated the program full
of wit, laughter and accolades for MicroGrants.
To see more event photos, please visit our website.

George Latimer

Lucy B. Hartwell, Tom and Rita Welch

Shelley Mydra-Dayton, Sue Crolick
and Judson Dayton

Tom Warth, Tricia Haynes, Joe Selvaggio
and Shotsie Forsythe

Allen Lenzmeier with Steve Rothschild

Fr Jim Barnett, Polly & Robert McCrea

Gary
Cunningham

Tom Streitz and Alan Arthur

10 year fundraiser (continued) …

Top: Ric Johns, Joanne Kosciolek, Robert Willis; Lonte Hill & Neda Kellogg; Steve & Mindy Lee with Tiﬀany Roberson;
Bottom: Jason Jones, Tom Bugbee & Asim Baig; Tony Bouza & Daisy Haung, Don and Sondra Samuels

Commentary Counterpoint: Charity for all types of the poor
“Let each nonprofit tell its own best
story and get any support it can.”
By JOE SELVAGGIO

June 3, 2016

While I’m always pleased to see opinion pieces advocating
help for those in need, Bonnie Blodgett’s “Strings
attached” (Opinion Exchange, May 29) merits further
comment.
The author seems to be distinguishing programs that “just
help the poor” from those that “empower the poor to help
themselves in the market place.” She even provides data
about Twin Cities RISE!, but much of it was inaccurate.
For example, RISE had 148 graduates this year, not the
“modest ... 60” she cites as an annual rate. RISE put 2,000
through an empowerment program.
As someone who has worked with the poor all of his adult
life I (like Franklin Roosevelt, by the way) believe you can
divide the poor into two groups. One type cannot do much
for themselves — for example, the blind, the severely
disabled, those with low IQs and EQs (emotional
quotients).

They should be helped as much as necessary — but as little
as possible, lest we take away their dignity and the talents
they develop when they help themselves. Then there are
the poor with greater potential for economic selfsuﬃciency. They should be helped through education, jobskill development, emotional development and
introducing them to the private market so they can make
their own money and not be a burden to their families or
the taxpayers.
There is certainly nothing wrong with that, and we should
not disparage this path as a “Republican” one or as
benefiting the “big corporations,” as Blodgett did.
The poor and all nonprofits need all of the help they can
get. Let each nonprofit tell its own best story and get any
support it can — whether it’s our various faith-sponsored
programs, Project for Pride in Living, Twin Cities RISE!,
MicroGrants, the Salvation Army or the Family
Partnership.
Joe Selvaggio is chair of the board at MicroGrants.
[reprinted by permission of the Star Tribune]
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Nonprofit Microgrants selects
Don Samuels as CEO
by Neal St Anthony

In his latest career, think of Don Samuels as kind of a
venture capitalist to the working poor.
Samuels is the former 10-year City Council member from
north Minneapolis who years before in his Jordan
neighborhood, confronted dr ug dealers and
troublemakers with a calm demeanor. He and his wife
mentored kids, championed small business development
along frayed-edge W. Broadway Avenue and advocated
civility and personal responsibility — from
troublemakers and the police.
In f a c t , S a m u e l s ’ r o o t s a r e d e e p e r i n a r t ,
entrepreneurship and business than politics. “I knew
nothing about government until I ran for the City
Council [in 2003],” recalled Samuels. “I did know the
North Side and low-income communities needed more
business connections.”Samuels, after a year as chief
operating oﬃcer, was named by the board of Microgrants
to succeed founder Joe Selvaggio, 78, as CEO.
The private nonprofit gives several hundred small grants
annually to mostly minority entrepreneurs and workers.
They are referred by partner training agencies such as
Goodwill, Project for Pride in Living (PPL), Twin Cities
Rise, Emerge Community Development, Summit
Academy and Neighborhood Development Center.
These recipients, usually low-income adults who have
earned certification in health care, construction, building
maintenance or otherwise, usually are high on motivation
and low on the capital to
aﬀord a tool belt or used
equipment for their
fle d g l i n g b u s i n e s s , o r
complete a course in
nursing. “I live with my
family on the North Side,
so I see the struggles,” said
Samuels. “Microgrants
allows me to engage in an
activity that addresses
their issues.
“We have a diﬃcult time
convincing some investors
that as little as $1,000 can

Anthony Dahl, grantee

make a diﬀerence in a new business or the life of a person
at a critical time. I’m familiar with the frustrations
people have clearing the gravitational pull of poverty. You
need boosters to get out of it. In fact, 5 percent of our
recipients say they avoided disaster with our grant.”
Samuels proved early that he can raise money from
individuals who will contribute at least $1 million
combined this year. In January, a donor gave Samuels
$10,000 toward the general fund, and topped it with a
$100,000 grant toward a new competitive-grant fund
that will award up to $5,000 grants. The investors,
generally aﬄuent Twin Citians, expect no return other
than the satisfaction of seeing low-income people
advance. Born in Jamaica, Samuels, 66, was a pianist and
teen crooner whose tunes are still played on the radio.
He immigrated to New York City in 1970 and earned a
degree in industrial design from Pratt Institute, working
up to 40 hours a week as a night-shift security guard and
kitchen worker to pay his way.
Samuels moves easily among business, community and
government circles. His new perch leverages his
background and should benefit many nonprofits who
work with under-skilled adults to bring them up to
employment speed. Samuels also knows those who are
willing to invest and hire. “Don is a listener, he’s
charismatic, he’s courageous and he’s passionate about
his purpose,” said Steve Rothschild, the former General
Mills executive who retired early to start Twin Cities
Rise in the early 1990s. “He believes in second chances.
He’s also a strong proponent of personal accountability.
You cannot be a victim. You
These recipients, invest in people and they invest in
usually low-income themselves. His philosophy is
adults who have consistent with mine and Twin
earned certification Cities Rise.’’

in health care,
construction,
building
maintenance or
otherwise, usually
are high on
motivation and low
on the capital …

For 20 years he was a toy designer
and manager at companies such
as Hasbro, Milton Bradley and
Lakeside Games. He later had his
own toy-design business. Samuels
is a guy of varied interests and
background with range.
[continued…]

Don Samuels as CEO [continued from previous page]
Samuels, a Minneapolis school board member and former
Minneapolis City Council member, said MicroGrants’
mission aligns with his philosophy of directly supporting
the community. Samuels co-founded what is now known
as the Northside Achievement Zone to educate lowincome children in north Minneapolis, where he and his
wife live.
Anthony Dahl, the recipient of two micro grants, in 2010
started Everest Cleaning Systems of St. Paul in 2010 and
has grown to several employees and expects revenue of
$500,000 this year. “I started this business with nothing
and it’s tough to come up with cash to pay the initial
bills,” said Dahl, who went through small-business
training at Neighborhood Development Center, another
Microgrants partner. “It wasn’t a lot of money. But it
made me feel like there were people out there who want
to see people like me succeed. It meant a lot.”
Shantae Holmes, a Northside resident and owner of “All
Washed Up” laundry since 2008, used her micro grant
toward equipment at her business at Penn Avenue and
Lowry Avenue North.
Selvaggio, who also founded PPL in 1972, has long
advocated, with a growing list of supporters from business
and community, the importance of investing in lowincome people and nonprofits that help them work on

the hard-and-soft skills required to climb the economic
ladder.
Samuels is married to Sondra Samuels, who also has a
business background. She runs the Northside
Achievement Zone, the nonprofit that works with lowincome Northside families to knit together educational
and other services that help them achieve.
Don Samuels makes about $90,000 working days that
often extend into nights and weekend community
engagements that transcend community, business and
philanthropy. Samuels, also a member of the Minneapolis
school board, believes Microgrants and its partner
nonprofits will be part of the achievement-and-income
gap solutions that threaten the full economic and human
potential of the city and region.
“To get a grant for a uniform or tools or a class or their
small business is inspiring to our Microgrants,” said
Samuels, recalling tears by many recipients at an awards
event last fall. “Sixty five percent are black. Joe Selvaggio
and I always have lived among the people most aﬀected
by inequities. We know the sustainable solution is not a
handout but a hand up, through transformational
investments … for work-related investments in people
who want to do better for themselves and their families.’’
[reprinted by permission of the Star Tribune]

Don Samuels accepted an invitation to speak to St Luke’s congregation in Wayzata
On a brisk morning this past March, the people at St Luke’s
Presbyterian Church of Minnetonka learned about the MicroGrants
model and how it is working in our communities. They had generously
planned to have a collection that same morning to benefit our mission.
Many positive comments poured in from the congregation regarding
Don’s talk of MicroGrants’ mission, and being impressed by its
eﬃciency and eﬀectiveness.
Thank you to Lane Ayers and Rev. Anita Bradshaw for extending the
invitation and assisting us in spreading the word that MicroGrants is
WORKing! And thank you to all who contributed! We are so grateful
for the donations that were raised for us that Sunday. We hope you
continue to be part of our growing supporters.
If you’d like Don Samuels to speak at your place of worship, please
give him a call at the MicroGrants oﬃces: 612-200-8174
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SUPPORT
Small Businesses!
These are owned and operated by

MicroGrants recipients
Everest Cleaning Systems, LLC
everestcleaningsystems.com
(651) 274-0794
Risharia Adams
Certified massage and licensed
esthetician (612) 564-8049
Samson Custom Upholstery
samson@samsonupholstery.com
(651) 645-0621
XLFeet.com, Large size shoes
customercare@xlfeet.com
(612) 554-4044

MORE at the Midtown Global Market
920 East Lake St. Minneapolis, MN

GRANTEE
SPOTLIGHT:
E. M. (Elvis) Collier turned to
Goodwill SWFL for support
in his income goals. Mr Collier’s
new small business, Acuity Health
& Safety provides mold & water
damage remediation services.
Elvis used his micro grant to purchase his
business license, Articles of Incorporation
(LLC) as well as other start-up expenses.
“This grant allowed me to position my
business to compete for city, county and
state bid opportunities! As you probably
know, a business must demonstrate and
maintain elements of their business, such
as workman's comp, cash flow, etc. before
even being considered to bid for the big
jobs. Thank you many times over for this
opportunity to now be poised to compete
as a legitimate and viable business!”

Since receiving his grant, Elvis
Collier has set up his business
and has been performing HUD
foreclosure property inspections.

Working with Metropolitan Consortium of Community Developers
(MCCD), Risharia Adams opened her 2nd location in Shakopee.
The Art Shoppe
Arts & Crafts Collaborative
(612) 965-8581

”The micro grant you gave me
allowed me to take the
examination to become a
licensed esthetician and to
purchase the license so that I can
offer skin care services, waxing,
makeup and facials in addition
to my certified massage service.

Fiesta in America
Arts, Gifts Jewelry & More
612-871-8411
Midtown Custom Gifts
Personalized gifts
exphoto1@hotmail.com
Pham’s Deli
Vietnamese & Chinese delights
(612) 870-2622
SimbaCraftware.com
African jewelry & carvings
1-888-96-SIMBA
Tibet Arts & Gifts
(612) 871-4251
ngawang55423@yahoo.com

See our growing list of
businesses on
MicroGrants.net

Risharia received her MicroGrant
through MCCDmn.org, one of 20+
valued partner agencies.
You can see a listing of all our
partner agencies on
www.MicroGrants.net

When you’re on public assistance
everybody tells you what you do,
how to do it, and classifies you in a
group and not as an individual. In
that system there isn’t a lot of room
for opportunities. But Microgrants
didn’t treat me like a case or a
number, you listened to my goals
and my plan to get there, invested
in me and helped me see my way to
become successful.”

BOARD MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:

Joe Selvaggio, Marion & Don Hall
with Don Samuels

On May 5, board member, Don Hall and his wife, Marion hosted
a warm and well-attended introduction to MicroGrants at their
beautiful home in South Minneapolis. Don Hall shared his journey
from curious observer to donor to board member. Tricia Haynes
warmed up the group with her parody, MicroGrants, One of My
Favorite Things, founder & board chair, Joe Selvaggio shared our
vision, and CEO Don Samuels spoke of the opportunity to make a
difference. Pledges and contributions are still coming in, and we
anticipate some new, long-term supporters from this engaging
evening. Thanks to Don and Marion for bringing their friends
together for our cause. Consider hosting a friend-raiser at your
home or business this year. Contact Don Samuels at 612-200-8174.

1035 E Franklin Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55404

SAVE THE DATE!!
Wednesday, Sept. 21, 2016
6:30 - 9:00pm
Our 4th Annual Grantees
of the Year Awards
St Olaf Church 215 S 8th St.
Minneapolis, MN 55402

THANK YOU to our event sponsors and in-kind donors:

JoAnn Von Blon
Steve Cramer
Chuck & Arlene Garrity
Allen Lenzmeier
McGlynn Family Foundation
Welna Ace Hardware
Video Productions

