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Fall 2014

MICROGRANTS
Our Grantees of the Year Celebration, Sept 23, 2014
Each fall we celebrate the outstanding grantees of the year in various categories. Our partner
agencies nominate their shining stars and MicroGrants’ Women’s Advisory Group chooses the
winners. As always, we are proud of all the ‘people of potential’ who are working with our partner
agencies toward their dreams of financial independence. !
Thank you to Angela Davis, emcee; John Koziol, pianist; Jason Jones, who provided sound, and all
the volunteers and guests who made this year’s Grantees of the Year Celebration a wonderful
experience for everyone. Visit MicroGrants.net for more event photos.
WCCO’s Angela Davis
presented this year’s
awards beginning with
Elbert Carlisle for
Outstanding Courage,
Persistence and
Resilience through
Project for Pride in
Living (PPL)

Luella Davis won for
Outstanding Leverage
through Summit Academy OIC

Samson Zeleke won for
Outstanding Foresight
through the Neighborhood
Development Center (NDC)

Laverell Edwards won for
Outstanding Student
and Role Model through
PPL

Directory of Businesses 	


Partnership is the key - MicroGrants now partners with sixteen

owned and operated by 	


agencies working with low-income people, moving them closer to selfsufficiency. Go to MicroGrants.net for the full list of our Partner Agencies.

MicroGrants recipients!

!

D.A. Bullock Media!
bullymost@gmail.com!
773-302-4186!
Larcell Mack,
repairs & maintenance
612.221.1071
Mississippi Mushrooms
gourmet mushroom cultivator
ian@mississippimushrooms.com
Frank Oliver
Lawn care & snow Removal
612.227.0739
Adrian Coulter, XLFeet
adriane@xfleet.com

!
!
!
!

Grantees of the Year (cont.)
Patricia Harris won
for Outstanding
Community Involvement
through the Wilder
Foundation

612-599-0800

MORE at the Midtown Global Market
920 East Lake St. Minneapolis, MN

Art Shoppe
Arts & Crafts Collaborative
612-965-8581

!

ExclusivePhotosandGifts.com
Personalized gifts
exphoto1@hotmail.com

!

Pham’s Deli
Vietnamese & Chinese delights
612.870.2622

!
!

SimbaCraftware.com
African jewelry & carvings
Toll-free: 1.888.96.SIMBA
Tibet Arts & Gifts
Ngwang Dapka
ngawang55423@yahoo.com
Featured Business:
Manny’s Gourmet Sandwiches

Anthony Dahl won for
Outstanding Innovation
through Neighborhood
Development Center
Three more Grantees of the Year who were unable to attend due to work or
school schedules are: Tasha Henry for Outstanding Determination through
PPL; Astrid Yango, won Outstanding Grantee for Overcoming Many Barriers
through GoodWill Easter Seals, and Carlos Lazoya for Outstanding Strategic
Use through Metropolitan Economic Development Association.
\
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A BIG thank you to Meristem, Padilla CRT, and Haskell’s for their generosity
toward this year’s event.
If you haven’t yet tried one of these
tasty tortas, you simply must! Manny
and his sister, Victoria serve up
gourmet sandwiches at 1515 E Lake
St and in Midtown Global Market.
They offer catering services and host
a booth at the MN State Fair!
(612) 870-3930 MannysTortas.com

!

See our growing list of
businesses on
MicroGrants.net

Board of Directors:
Joe Selvaggio, Board Chair
Tom Rock, Secretary !
Jim Weichert, Treasurer

Staff:

!Joe Selvaggio!
Executive Director !

Chuck Garrity
Jim Graves !
Barb Grossman
Jeﬀ Heegaard
Berit Johnson !

Kristine Barstow!
Operations Manager!

Al Lenzmeier
Mitch Pearlstein
Verna Price !
Jim Scheibel!
Sam Selvaggio
Tricia Haynes, Independent!
Projects Manager

September 1, 2014
!
I realize I’m a bit odd. Children like Halloween.
Lovers favor Valentine’s Day. Military folks revere Memorial
Day. But I get excited about Labor Day. Maybe it’s because my
father taught me the value of industriousness and of always
staying busy. Or maybe it’s because good hard work is the basis
of all wealth. The labor movement has recognized this for a
long time, which was why machinist Matthew Maguire
proposed the holiday in 1882 while serving as secretary of the
Central Labor Union in New York. Thank you, labor unions,
for giving us this wonderful holiday!!

the incentive to keep what you gain from work, people would
stop working. I may not have even started working if I’d
thought those with wealth would give me some if I just
appeared needy.!
But there are diﬀerent ways of redistributing wealth without
destroying incentives. Governments and nonprofits can invest
in education, job-training, internet access, medical care, and
roads and parks, to name a few.!

When visiting Haiti recently I was struck by all the
We needn’t go visiting aid workers. In contrast, the Haitian economy
Of course, my business friends point out that while
has a very weak for-profit sector generating lasting
all Marxist to
laborers may eke out a living and be paid wages,
wealth. I wondered what would happen if we sent an
think about
substantial wealth that pushes an economy upward is
e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l t a s k f o r ce to t h a t co u n t r y —
how wealth is
created by wealth itself, wisely invested. I agree, but
something like the group on the ABC series “Shark
beneath it all you have a working person, without
distributed.
Tank.” The entrepreneurs on “Shark Tank” try to get
whom wealth itself is impossible.!
billionaire investors to buy a piece of their businesses,
whereupon they can grow to hire more workers to produce
I celebrate all workers, not just those in unions. You need all
more salable products for the marketplace. This builds wealth
kinds of labor. A country needs working judges, lawyers and
f o r t h e e n t r e p r e n e u r s a n d t h e w o r ke r s . It m a y b e
politicians to make sure there is a level playing field for
counterintuitive, but it seems that some what-greedy,
businesses within a free democracy. It needs entrepreneurs
acquisitive folks may do more to alleviate poverty in the long
with working investors to transform resources into products. It
run than antipoverty workers.!
needs workers to build roads, drivers to transport goods to
market and retailers to sell them. A countr y even needs
workers like police oﬃcers to enforce laws, academics to teach
us, and entertainers and artists to keep us refreshed enough to
work.!
What we don’t need are couch potatoes, a good reason we
don’t have a holiday celebrating laziness. Communities that
work the hardest and smartest seem to produce the most
wealth.!
But once wealth is produced, how fairly is it shared by the
citizens? Some countries have all the wealth at the top, and
that doesn’t lend itself to a happy thriving community. In fact,
the United States seems to be going that way, with its shrinking
middle class. President Obama pointed out that the founding
fathers never considered the notion of the “distribution of
wealth” when they framed the Constitution.!
I don’t think the dilemma is solved by the simple redistribution
scheme of Karl Marx — “from each according to his ability, to
each according to his need.” I’ve always believed that without

We could even promote “Shark Tank”-type investors to foster
wealth-producing small and midsize businesses in impoverished
urban neighborhoods, as well as in outstate cities suﬀering
from an economic slump.!
We at my organization, MicroGrants, are trying to enact this
idea on a smal l scale, with $1,000 grants to emerging
entrepreneurs. I would like to see wealthy local corporations
i n v e s t l i ke w i s e . T h e g o a l i s t h e s a m e : To e n a b l e t h e
unemployed poor and underemployed middle class to become a
resource rather than a drag on the economy.!
It’s a lot more eﬃcient to create and distribute wealth through
the marketplace than through entitlements. Our best
economic minds just need to take up the challenge.!
The Bible notes that the race does not always go to the swift.
Nor, I would say, does the wealth always go to the worker.!
But that’s still the way to bet them.

!
!
!
GIVE TO THE MAX Day is November 13, 2014
Would you like to offer a Matching Grant this year? 2013’s campaign was multiplied
sixfold over the previous year by early matching gifts. Are YOU in for 2014?
NOW is a great time to say “YES”.
November 13, 2014

Call or email: 612-200-8174 info@microgrants.net

MicroGrants
Partner Summit
August 2014
Again this year, the
African Development
Center donated their
meeting room for this
powerful, annual forum.
We learn from each
other, becoming
stronger and able to
serve our clients more
effectively.

A big THANK YOU to Betsy Buckley (second row, center) for nine months of
dedicated service to MicroGrants. Due to family health concerns, Betsy formally
resigned, effective September 29. More info later.

MicroGrants.net

!

Our Mission: To spur
economic self-sufficiency
by giving strategic grants
to low-income people
of potential through
Partner Agencies.

FINANCIAL COMMENTS
Dear M.G. Stakeholders:	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

As of the end of August, 2014, we were $44,000 behind budget in revenues and $104,000
behind budget on the bottom line. While this is not good news, I am still cautiously
optimistic that we will make budget by the end of the year. The optimism comes from
knowing you, our altruistic donors. You always seem to come through with generous
gifts, and we hope this year is no different from past years. 	

	

	

	

	

	

Gratefully yours, Joe Selvaggio, Chairman of the Board

Get ready for:

November 13, 2014

THANK YOU to our event sponsors and in-kind
donors. We couldn’t do it without you!

Westwords Consulting, LLC

