Follow us on Twitter @micrograntsmpls

Like us on Facebook.com/microgrants

“Thanks to MicroGrants,
I’m back at MCTC and
going for my advanced
business degree!” - Cassie

Grants have proven they
can change the lives of
low-income individuals of
potential in the Twin Cities.

www.microgrants.net

Minneapolis MN 55404

1035 East Franklin Avenue
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Annual Report

HOW MICROGRANTS WORKS:

LETTER FROM JOE
Dear Stakeholders:

We receive generous donations from our supporters
Our partner agencies recommend their best
qualified clients as possible grant recipients

We gave out more grants in 2014 - a total of 431compared to 407 in 2013. That means we helped
more people of potential on their path to economic
self-sufficiency. Thank you!

We review grant applications and fund
qualifying requests

Longtime supporters Margaret and Angus Wurtele
increased their gift to $100,000.

The partner agencies follow up with the recipients
and report the results to MicroGrants

A lot of work still needs to be done—with your
help—so we’ve revitalized our staff to handle
the expected growth.
Betsy Buckley came on as our CEO in January, but
for family medical reasons she stepped down in
September. We deeply appreciate her nine months of
dedicated service.
In January 2015, Don Samuels started as our new COO.
Don is a former Minneapolis City Council Member, and
now he sits on the Minneapolis School Board.
A new part-time fundraising consultant, Masami
Kawazato, has joined our staff.
Our board of directors is also refreshed. We salute
outgoing directors---Terry McGann, Jim Toscano, and Dr.
Verna Price---and welcome Tom Welch, CEO of Palisade
Asset Management; Gary Cunningham, CEO of MEDA;
and Neda Kellog, founder and CEO of Project Diva.
We appreciate your generous support, and we
gratefully count on you in 2015!
Joe Selvaggio
Board Chair and CEO

MICROGRANTS MISSION
To spur economic self-sufficiency
by giving strategic grants to
low income people of potential
through Partner Agencies.
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Our partner agencies mentor the recipients and
oversee use of the grant

OUR PARTNER AGENCIES
Shared missions and distinct roles make MicroGrants
work! Partner agencies select, coach and track the
progress of grant recipients. MicroGrants’ on-site visits,
evaluations, and annual partner summits fuel new
ideas and growth. Self-sufficiency of low income
people continues to grow.
TWIN CITIES:
African Development Center of Minnesota
American Dream Law
BiiGiiWiin Community Development/
American Indian Community Development
Bridge for Youth
Bolder Options
Daily Work
Emerge Community Development
Goodwill Easter Seals of MN
Incarnation Church
Jeremiah Program
Metropolitan Consortium of Community Developers (MCCD)
Metropolitian Economic Development Association (MEDA)
Midtown Global Market
Migizi Communications, Inc.
Neighborhood Development Center (NDC)
Partnership Academy
PRISM
Project for Pride in Living
Resource, Inc. / Women Achieving New Directions
Salvation Army – Booth Brown House
Summit Academy OIC
Sister Joan Tuberty, Franciscan Outreach
Think Small
Twin Cities Rise!
Urban League
Wilder Foundation
WomenVenture
CHICAGO:
St. Pius V Parish
NAPLES/COLLIER COUNTY, FL:
Habitat for Humanity
Providence House
Grace Place
St. Matthew’s House
Goodwill Industries

www.MicroGrants.net

Note: Area chapters
raise funds locally
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STORIES OF SUCCESS

Marcallina James
I am happy to say that it was
a MicroGrant that inspired
me to resume my studies at
Augsburg College and to
achieve a dream I believed
couldn’t happen: a BA in
English. As a single mother
with three boys, I entered
the WAND program through
RESOURCE Employment
Center. My mentor, Pat
Roberts, learned that I left
Augsburg a decade earlier
with only five courses to
go. She encouraged me to
complete the degree. I had
not gone back due to a
financial hold on my student
account. Pat helped me
apply for the MicroGrant
and I used the $1000 toward
tuition. One class was
$1830 and because the
MicroGrant provided the bulk of the fees, I was motivated to save
and cover the rest. I am working part time while completing my
degree. My next goal is to pursue a teaching license. Until then I
plan to work as a teaching assistant.

Kirk
Traxler
I am a chef, and MicroGrants
helped me start my own
catering business. I have
purchased everything from
business cards to a deep
fryer to get my small business
off the ground. I currently
serve food for The Father
Project and Goodwill Easter
Seals. I have been getting
more work though these
events. MicroGrants has
changed my family’s lives
and mine in many ways. It
has given me an opportunity
to accomplish my goals and
to show my children that with
hard work, determination,
and a little help you can get
somewhere in life.
Thank you MicroGrants!
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Jodie
Clark
I have turned my entire life around since I received the
MicroGrant. I have been sober since then, and free from all
mind-altering substances. I purchased a car with the money I
was granted. I was taking the bus to and from work. As the bus
service in Eagan is infrequent, it would take me two hours to
get home. There is only one bus that leaves when I get off work
and getting to it in the wintertime is a struggle. I believe without
a vehicle I would not have continued to be able to keep my
job or work the hours they wanted me to work. Microgrants
has helped my children and me go many steps forward in the
right direction to improve our life. Thank you so much for your
investment in me. MicroGrants has helped me tremendously.

Antonelli
Lindsay
Thanks to MicroGrants I was able to launch my business,
Antonelli & Associates LLC, a risk consulting company. I used the
money from the MicroGrant to register my business, repair my
computer, buy software and create business cards, brochures,
postcards, and presentation documents. The MicroGrant provided
me with the business tools I needed. It allowed my company
to get up and running and to present it in a professional way. I
immediately got more exposure. I have more clients now than
I would have prior to the grant. My ability to earn money and
become self-sufficient has made a big difference to my family!

> > > Find more inspiring stories at www.microgrants.net< < <
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DONOR

TESTIMONIALS
The First Donor to put
MicroGrants in his Will
Mark “Doc” Welter, an adjunct professor at
St. Cloud State University, is the first donor to
put MicroGrants in his will:

Mark “Doc” Welter

“My philosophy comes from a Winston
Churchill quote: ‘We make a living by what
we get, we make a life by what we give’.
Helping others contribute to the human
community is especially fulfilling.
I trust MicroGrants to use my
legacy to support people
who want to move
forward in their lives.”

PARTNER AGENCY
Project for Pride
in Living

“MicroGrants is an innovative
and genuine method of promoting
economic self-sufficiency, and that’s just
one reason it’s such a relevant tool for PPL’s
participants. A MicroGrant represents more
than just money. It is an affirmation that PPL
and MicroGrants believe in the participant.
Whether it’s owning a small business,
obtaining an advance degree, or landing a
life-long career, MicroGrants believes in
the individual’s ability. Great things
happen when MicroGrants is
involved!”

RECIPIENT

Monica Fossati at
graduation with her
teacher, Mr Langer

Pha Chia Moua,
Career and
Education
Advancement
Manager
with PPL

“None of my success would have been
possible without Summit Academy
OIC and the generosity of MicroGrants
which has made a dramatic impact
on my success and bright future
for my children and me. Thank you,
MicroGrants!” – Monica

VOLUNTEER
“Last year I had the pleasure of serving as the emcee
of a MicroGrants awards program. I couldn’t stop
talking about it for weeks after that night. It was so
touching to see the gratitude and joy in the faces of
people who’d received assistance from MicroGrants.
I could tell that their lives were forever changed
because they’d experienced what it’s like to have
someone truly have faith in them, give them a financial
boost when they needed it the most, and then take
pride in what they’d been able to accomplish. It’s not
just money that MicroGrants gives out, it’s inspiration
and a restoration of confidence and optimism.”
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Angela Davis,
News Anchor
and Reporter
for WCCO TV

GRANTEES OF THE YEAR
Congratulations to ALL of our outstanding grantees! It is a
challenge to choose the winners as there are many winning
stories from our grant recipients. WCCO’s Angela Davis
presented the Grantee of the Year Awards at our September
celebration. Here are a few winners; find more on our website.

Anthony
Dahl
Anthony Dahl, winner
of the Outstanding
Innovation Award through
the Neighborhood
Development Center
(NDC), launched Everest
Cleaning Systems in 2010.
His continuous efforts
to expand his business
through networking led to substantial contracts with
several large Metro area projects. MicroGrants helped
by enabling him to buy the proper equipment to serve
his clients. His company has grown, so that Anthony
has hired several employees.

Luella Davis
Luella Davis won the
Outstanding Leverage Award
through Summit Academy
OIC. Luella is a certified welder,
carpenter and truck driver.
Despite these skills, Luella
had a difficult and stressful
time traveling to job sites and interviews using public
transportation. Her MicroGrant enabled her to buy a
vehicle and get insurance. Now she is a more confident,
reliable and stable worker. Latriste Graham (on the right),
one of last year’s Outstanding Grantees of the Year
presented Luella with her award.

Samson Zeleke

Samson Zeleke is the
winner of the Outstanding
Foresight Award
through Neighborhood
Development Center. He
is the owner of Samson
Upholstery in St. Paul and
has been in business
for many years. With his
grant, Samson had the foresight to buy a new sewing
machine just days before the old one broke down.
This wise move prevented Samson from losing any
business while the old machine was being repaired.
Now that both sewing machines are working, he has
increased his business capacity and ability to hire
more employees.
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FINANCIALS
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES:
Year Ended December 31, 2014

2014
Unrestricted

Temporarily
restricted

Total

2013

TOTAL INCOME

Total

$700k

Support and Revenues

$720k

$600k

$439,787

$334,406

Event income

$290
$9,500

$9,500

$28,324

Investment income

$2,257

$2,257

$817

$708,000

$648,269

$708,000

$648,269

$719,559

($11,559)

Expenses
Grants/Program services

$525,268

$525,268

$469,746

Management and general

$18,605

$18,605

$22,313

Fundraising

$84,228

$84,228

$80,269

$628,101

$628,101

$572,328

$79,899

$75,941

Support services

Total expenses

Change in Net Assets

$91,458

($11,559)

$0

Total grants given from
2006 to 2014 is 3145
500
400
300
200
100

Net Assets

0

Beginning of year

$458,986

$80,405

$539,391

$463,450

End of year

$550,444

$68,846

$619,290

$539,391

MICROGRANTS EXPENSES

2013

($103,674)

2014

$103,674

$100k

2011

Total support and revenues

$92,115

$200k

2012

Net assets released

$615,885

$300k

2010

Support and revenues

$400k

200
6
200
7
200
8
200
9
201
0
201
1
201
2
201
3
201
4

Corporate contributions

$500k

2008

$92,115

2009

$347,672

$284,432

2007

Foundations and grants

$256,456

2006

$256,456

number of grants given

Individual contributions

Statement of Financial Position
December 31, 2014

2014

2013

$596,968

$538,494

$1,918

$1,363

Assets

84%

Grants/Program Services

Current Assets
Cash & cash equivalents &
total current assets
Equipment at cost

Management

3%

Less accumulated depreciation
of $3,097

13% Fundraising

Income: The total revenues of 708,000 show an increase of 11% from the $648,269
in 2013. Our supporters continue to believe in the effectiveness of MicroGrants by
increasing their gifts. Individuals with a relationship to MicroGrants continue to be
our strongest source of funders, and that’s the way we like it. Donor advised funds
handled by community foundations and large financial institutions are a popular
vehicle for individuals.
EXPENSES: More importantly, the number of grants given in 2014 increased
to $431,408 giving 431 low-income “people of potential” a real boost to selfsufficiency. This represents a 7% increase from last year. Program Services,
expenses closely related to our grantees (like the Partner Summit) are necessary
to insure effectiveness and quality of our grants. We were able to keep the
management and general expenses plus fund raising costs to a respectable
16% of revenues. Our net assets continue to be strong at $619,290 or
approximately one year of operating expenditures.
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Prepaid Insurance

$404

$440

$619,290

$540,297

Liability and Net Assets
Current Liability
$906

Accounts payable and total
current liability
Net assets
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted

$550,444

$458,986

$68,846

$80,405

$619,290

$540,297
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2014 HIGHLIGHTS
■ Founder and CEO Joe Selvaggio received the 2014
Progress Minnesota Award, given to outstanding
entrepreneurs by the Minnesota Department
of Finance & Commerce: “By all accounts Joe
Selvaggio is among the top social entrepreneurs
in the history of the Twin Cities. In the past 40
years, he has …raised millions of dollars to create
opportunities for the poor and disadvantaged to
live a better life here in the Twin Cities.”
■ Thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, in-kind
donors and volunteers, we had several smaller
gatherings this year. Board member Al Lenzmeier
and his wife Kathy hosted a fun and lively event in
their home overlooking the Mississippi. We also had
our 2nd Annual Grantees of the Year award event at
the lovely Padilla Spears building. At that event the
MicroGrants’ Women’s Advisory Group announced
the year’s Outstanding Grantees of the Year Award
Winners (page 6).
■ GIVE to the MAX Day 2014 was another GREAT
SUCCESS! In one online giving day, we raised more
than $100,000 toward our mission of boosting
people of potential to self-sufficiency. A big
incentive came from our Matching Donors: Al &
Kathy Lenzmeier, Fred & Alice Wall, Ron Fraboni,
Robbin, Kris, Berit & Kelsey Johnson, Don & Marion
Hall, Mark “Doc” Welter, Jerry Horwitz, Michael W. &
Kay McCarthy, and Emil & Emily Slowinski.
■ A record 30 partner agencies attended our 2014
Partner Summit. It is our annual opportunity to
strengthen our relationships and learn ways to
improve our effectiveness. This year’s summit was led
by Betsy Buckley (center) and once again hosted
by the African Development Center.
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EVALUATION
MICROGRANTS: How’s it Working?
Each summer MicroGrants draws on the resources
of our strong team of board members, donors, and
summer interns to evaluate the past year’s grants.
In our most recent evaluation, 60% of the year’s 407
grant recipients were interviewed.
Here are the results:
HIGHLIGHTS:
95% of grantees expressed an improved quality of life
93% of work grantee businesses are open today
94% of education grantees graduated or are on track
to graduate
82% of previously unemployed grantees now
hold jobs
– Full report online at MicroGrants.net
GRANT RECIPIENT DEMOGRAPHICS:
African
14%
African
American
53%

Hispanic/Latino 3%
Native American 1%
Multi-Racial 2%
Asian 5%

Caucasian
20%

Other 1%

GRANT RECIPIENT GENDER:
FEMALE 68%

MALE 32%

FOUR QUESTIONS EVALUATION PROCESS
MicroGrants has effectively implemented the Four
Questions approach to program evaluation. This
system increases the roles of our partner agencies
and requires a short narrative from each grantee. Last
year, we continued to minimize subjectivity by having
written follow-ups to each of the Four Questions,
additional specific questions within each category,
and a written verbal script to ensure interviews are
conducted in the same manner. This year we will
further refine the administrative process and Four
Questions to ensure our ability to compare the
success of all grantees. As always we welcome
your feedback.
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THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

BOARD MEMBERS
Joe Selvaggio** (chair)

Executive Director and Founder of MicroGrants

Tom Rock**

(secretary)
General Counsel, CCO and COO at EBF & Associates, LLP

Jim Weichert** (treasurer)
Retired, former partner with Deloitte & Touche

MEET THE MICROGRANTS TEAM:

Gary Cunningham

CEO of Metropolitan Economic Development Assn (MEDA)

Chuck Garrity

Founder and CEO of Intelligent Financial Strategies (IFS)

Jim Graves

Owner of Graves Hospitality

Barbara Grossman
Public/private sector Manager & Collaborator

Jeff Heegaard

Partner with CoCo, a co-working collaborative

Berit Johnson

Yale graduate and former MicroGrants intern

Neda Kellogg

Executive Director, Project Diva

Allen Lenzmeier**

DON SAMUELS
Chief Operations Officer
Don evolved from being a community
activist in his Jordan Neighborhood to
become a Minneapolis City Council
member for three terms. Don cofounded
the Northside Achievement Zone (NAZ),
formerly the PEACE Foundation, which
won a $28.5 million federal grant to
educate low-income children in North
Minneapolis. Don has served on the
boards of Meet Minneapolis, Twin Cities
Rise, Teach for America, Alafia Place,
Rock ‘n Read and The Hub. He currently
serves on the Minneapolis School Board.

Retired President & COO of Best Buy

Mitch Pearlstein

President of Center of the American Experiment

Jim Scheibel

Executive in Residence - Hamline University’s School of Business

Sam Selvaggio

Self-employed in Advertising

Tom Welch

Principal & Business Development for Palisade Asset Management, LLC
(** Executive Committee Members)

VOLUNTEERS
Kristine Barstow
Tedra Bonner
Betsy Buckley
Adrian Coulter
Joan Cornwell
Angela Davis
De LaSalle High
School students
Tom Fiutak
Shotsie Forsythe
Chuck Garrity
Arlene Garrity
Latriste Graham
Jim Graves

“If you want to lift yourself up, lift up
someone else.” - Booker T Washington

Barb Grossman
Mari Harris
Tricia Haynes
Peter Heegaard
Jason Jones
Shelli Kargela
Pam Kaufman
Mindy Lee
Steve LeBeau
JoAnna Lees
Al Lenzmeier
Kathy Lenzmeier
Jim Lotter
Sandy May

Jeri Malone
Carolien Moors
Mitch Pearlstein
Atlantis Riley
Sam Riley
Susan Schneck
Sam Selvaggio
Mike Stephen
Lynne Thompson
Derek Thomson
Sister Joan Tuberty
Jackie Wager
Alex Wager
Lucia Zavala

These volunteers collectively donated more than 800 hours of their time this year.
If valued at the low rate of $30 per hour, that’s $24,000 of in-kind contributions.

IN KIND DONORS:
African Development Center

Allen & Kathy Lenzmeier

Autobiography Inc. - Steve LeBeau

Media Relations, Inc.

Checkerboard Web Development

Padilla Spears

Grafix By Derek - Derek Thomson

Project for Pride in Living

Haskell’s Wines

Westwords Consulting

2014 INTERNS:

Kelsie Larson - Yale Student
Billy Thomas - Yale Student
Nimo Abdirashid - Achieve Mpls/
Step-Up Program
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KRISTINE BARSTOW
Internal Operations Manager
Kris is the day-to-day link between
MicroGrants and our partner agencies.
She reviews grant applications, writes
grant checks, manages our accounting
operations, and interfaces with our external
accountants and auditors. Kris’ professional
experience is both wide and deep. Her 20
years at AAA Daily Labor gave her a keen
sense for the challenges that low income
people face to earn a living wage.
TRICIA HAYNES
Projects Manager
Tricia produces our events, newsletters,
website and annual report. She meets
with the grant recipients, takes their
photographs and collects their stories.
Tricia also provides CEO support and
project leadership. MicroGrants is a
perfect fit with her commitment to help
others move forward in life, closer to their
goals of self-sufficiency.

MASAMI KAWAZATO
Grant Writer
Masami comes to MicroGrants with over a
decade’s worth of experience in nonprofit
development. She advises our charitable
giving efforts and writes grants. Masami
is delighted to work for MicroGrants, as
it reinforces her commitment to small
nonprofits and connects individuals to
resources within our community.

ANNUAL REPORT
EDITORIAL TEAM:

Jim Lotter, Steve LeBeau,
Derek Thomson & Tricia Haynes
1035 East Franklin Avenue | Minneapolis MN 55404
612.200.8174 | info@microgrants.net | www.microgrants.net
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