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Dear Friends,
For many of this year’s 700 lucky grantees, it will be the best holiday ever. Half of our
grantees will have the best job of their lives. Another half will be living their dream of running their
own businesses. Of those combined groups, fully half will have used their grants to purchase or
repair a vehicle that they can finally rely on. A single mom will finally be able to take hours off her
daily commute from home, to daycare, to work, each way and each day.
For our more than 300 donors, it will also be a great time of reflection. You can rest assured that
your dollars are deeply appreciated, well spent, and are resulting in transformed lives. With your
generosity and our collaborative intervention, the world is becoming a better place,
Happy Holidays from Don Samuels and the MicroGrants team!

Lights Out!!

Lights Out is our second
collaboration with Bobby & Steve’s Auto
World. This one will repair broken headlights,
taillights and signal lights on cars owned by
any of the more than 20,000 participants who
are enrolled in our partner programs. Low
income individuals often lose driving
privileges through a pattern of inadequate
funds, diﬀered maintenance, multiple traﬃc
stops and accumulated fines. Often it is a
choice between food and car maintenance.

The resulting disproportionality of stops is
demonstrated in the driving record of
recently slain, Philando Castile who, in 13
years, had 49 recorded traﬃc stops with one
final and deadly encounter. This partnership will remove poverty as a factor, ensure compliance, decrease
violations, reduce negative police/community interactions and, perhaps even prevent further tragedies.
We are also working with the Minneapolis Police to explore a city-wide version of this program that
would target all low-income individuals pulled over for broken lights.

Bobby & Steve’s Auto World established their own
foundation in 2007. The foundation has partnered with
nearby communities to build many playgrounds throughout
the Twin Cities Metro Area including the communities of
Columbia Heights, the North Loop neighborhood of
Minneapolis, Bloomington, and South Minneapolis.
We are proud to be partnering with Bobby & Steve’s in
our new Lights Out program.

A New Partnership Producing Terrific Results!!
Braden Scheeler (left) and Jeff Bahe
(right) of Bobby & Steve’s Auto World
attended our annual Partner Summit
this past August to introduce
a new partnership project to
our staff, partnering agencies
and a few board members.
Braden and Jeff have been
designing this new program
with MicroGrants’ CEO, Don Samuels
and Kristine Barstow, our operations
manager (center).

Our Transportation Grants Process has been significantly improved. In the past, a transportation grantee was
left largely to their own devices to purchase or repair a car within the limit of a $1,000 grant. For many grantees, this
was a risky and intimidating task. They were vulnerable to exploitation and at high-risk to end up with the proverbial
“lemon”. Today, with the cooperation of our Partner Agencies and the awesome help of Bobby and Steve’s Auto
World, our grantees are buying vehicles that are road worthy from their ample supply of city-impounded and dealerrepossessed cars. This allows our grantees to buy good cars at very significant discounts. B&S will also perform fair,
complete and reliable estimates for repairs on current vehicles. This will all be done at a reduced price, and as part of
Bobby and Steve’s philanthropic work in the community. B&S has 8 locations in the metro and is convenient to the
majority of our grantees. This unique program ensures that our donor dollars are well spent and that our grantees will
have reliable transportation for their businesses and their work.

The Power of Community … The Power of Ten
Barbara La Valleur and Arnie Bigbee of Edina were first
introduced to MicroGrants this past fall when they attended the
Outstanding Grantee Awards. Barbara shares, “We were touched,
moved and inspired by what these $1000 grants were doing for
motivated people here in the Twin Cities. By the time Arnie and I
had arrived home that evening, we had created the idea of The
Power of 10, a home style fundraiser for Microgrants! Five weeks
later 8 of our friends enjoyed cheese and wine along with Grantee
of the Year, Jerry Evans, who gratefully shared the huge difference
the $1,000 grant made for him. Don Samuels spoke of how
partnerships are key in vetting the best grantees, and Tricia Haynes
graced us with her wonderful song, ‘MicroGrants, One of My
Favorite Things’. Our goal was two-fold: to raise funds as a group
of ten and to inspire others to have their own Power of Ten event.”
Barbara and Arnie accomplished both. Thank you for being inspired
into action, for inspiring others, and for being terrific hosts. We
raised money for more People of Potential and had fun doing it!
Contact Don at 612-200-8174 for more info
and to schedule your home party.

Last month, our CEO, Don Samuels
attended the “Power of Ten” home event
in Edina with hosts Barbara La Valleur
and her husband, Arnie Bigbee.

Where Are They Now?
Michael Hughes won the 2014 Grantee of the Year
Award for Outstanding Courage. He has come a long
way in the past few years! Michael humbly states,
“At the age of twenty, I was incarcerated for almost
thirteen years. I don’t mention that proudly. I made
some horrible choices in my early years and I paid
the consequences of those actions. I was released to
a halfway house for the remaining eight months of my
sentence. After working at Goodwill Easter Seals for
some months, I found full time work, and began my
transition back into self reliance. I saved my working
money and purchased my first vehicle - ever!
Unfortunately after only two and a half weeks, the
transmission went bad! Goodwill and MicroGrants saw
my struggle and my ambition, and in less than a week,
the grant money came through and allowed me to fix
my car and keep my job!

Michael Hughes happily
shows off his repaired
transmission!

Michael has been at the same workplace now for well over a year and has learned many new skills such as operating
a forklift, shipping and receiving, stocking, picking orders, etc. Michael concludes, “Because of you I was able to
keep my job, and because of that I am renting my own house now in hopes of owning it some day. Thank you,
Goodwill and MicroGrants for believing in me. Your investment kept me moving onward and upward!”

UPDATE

Larger Grants! Many donors suggest that they would be more motivated to

support larger micro grants that would give a greater boost, and for larger assisting
with projects. In fact, we have significant designated funds for that very purpose. To that
end, we have piloted our first two grants between $4,000. and $5,000. Our grantees were
highly vetted individuals, with significant promise. Stay tuned for a progress report.

Unmatched Generosity on Give to the Max Day
Thanks to everyone who participated, it was another great Give To The Max Day for
MicroGrants. We raised $50,000 and matched it, plus another $7000 for a grand total of
$107,000! Thanks to the following generous and reliable donors for your matching dollars
that set our success in motion.

Tom Lowe

Emil & Emily Slowinski

Ron Frabroni

Lynne Thompson

Don & Marion Hall

Fred & Alice Wall

Allen & Kathleen Lenzmeier

Mark Welter

Michael & Kay McCarthy

Jim Weichert

Tom & Rita Welch

Tricia Returns to her Music Career
Tricia Haynes, who has been sharing her time and talents with
MicroGrants since 2010, will be completing her contract with us at
the end of this year and returning to her full time music & acting career.
Tricia says,“It’s been an honor to have been part of growing this unique
organization. I have met SO MANY wonderful people - generous
donors, committed associates and extraordinary grant recipients.
Although I’ll miss you all, I am excited about once again bringing my
musical comedies to corporate and community events full time.”
Tricia has been responsible for the design, photography, and writing of
our website and publications, as well as producing our events. We
would like to extend a BIG THANK YOU to Tricia for her years of
service and dedication to our mission. You can reach her at

612-327-3400 - TriciaHaynesEntertainment.com.

When you light
a lamp for
someone, it also
brightens your
path.

1035 E Franklin Ave
Minneapolis, MN 55404

READ about
the new
LIGHTS OUT
Program in
this issue!

THANK YOU to our 2016 event sponsors and in-kind donors:

JoAnn Von Blon
Steve Cramer
Chuck & Arlene Garrity
Allen Lenzmeier
McGlynn Family Foundation
Welna Ace Hardware
Video Productions

Tricia sang her witty parody
last month for the ‘Power of
Ten’ home party in Edina.

